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PREFACE 
This thesis is concerned with the life and work of 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Chapter 1, "Biographical Sketch," 
provides the salient facts of Woodson's life, including an 
enumeration of his publications in book form. Chapter 2 
considers the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History and its organs and activities. Special reference 
is made here to Woodson's role in that organization and 
his views on the function and importance of black history. 
The third chapter focuses on original works in book form 
authored by Woodson and the following chapter is concerned 
with his edited works, pamphlets, articles and selected 
book reviews. The final chapter presents an evaluation 





Carter Godwin Woodson was born the son of former slaves, 
James Henry and Anne Eliza Riddle Woodson, at New Canton in 
Buckingham County, Virginia, on December 19, 1875, the same 
year Congress passed a civil rights bill designed to guaran¬ 
tee the legal rights of former slaves. He was one of nine 
children and was unable to attend school regularly because 
he was needed to work on the farm with his family. Largely 
through self-instruction, he was able to master the funda¬ 
mentals of primary education by the time he was seventeen. 
In that year (1892), Woodson and his brother Robert Henry 
moved to Huntington, West Virginia with the aim of entering 
Douglass High School, the only black school in the city, as 
full-time students. But Carter Woodson was forced to earn a 
living working as a miner in the coal fields of Fayette 
County and for the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad laying rail¬ 
road ties, studying only in his spare time. 
^Biographical information taken primarily from: 
Patricia W. Romero, ’’Carter G. Woodson: A Biography" (Ph.D. 
dissertation, Ohio State University, 1971); Rayford W. Logan, 
"Carter G. Woodson: Mirror and Molder of His Time, 1875- 
1950," Journal of Negro History 58 (January 1973): 1; Kelly 
Miller, introduction to The Negro in Our History, 9th ed., 
by Carter G. Woodson (Washington,D.C.; Associated Publishers, 
1947); Lawrence D. Reddick, "Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950): 
An Appreciation," Phylon 11 (4th Qtr., 1950): 177. 
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In 1895, at the age of twenty, Woodson finally entered 
Douglass High and graduated in less than two years. For the 
following two years, he taught in the public schools of 
West Virginia. He next studied at Berea College in Kentucky, 
then known for its acceptance of both black and white 
students. Berea was founded by John G. Fee prior to the 
Civil War and had served as a center for abolition activity 
as well as an educational center for the children of aboli¬ 
tionists who came south with their message. Later, black 
children whose families had found refuge on Fee's estate 
attended the school so that Berea became the first inte¬ 
grated educational institution in the state of Kentucky. 
Woodson's tenure at Berea was interrupted after a few months 
when he returned to Huntington, West Virginia to work in 
the mines again. The pastor of a local church there told 
Woodson about Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. After a 
semester at Lincoln, he decided that he preferred the ear¬ 
nestness of Berea to the sophistication of Lincoln and so 
returned to West Virginia to teach for two years beginning 
in 1898 in a small school in Winona. After studying summers 
at Berea, Woodson was awarded the Litt. B. degree in 1903. 
The following year, 1904, Kentucky enforced the infamous 
Day law which imposed racial segregation on the educational 
institutions in that state. It is worth noting that sixty- 
eight years later, in 1972, the Carter G. Woodson 
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Professorship in Negro History was established at Berea 
College, 
After leaving Berea, Woodson returned to Douglass High 
School in the capacity of principal, eventually signing 
the diploma of his sister Bessie. He held this position 
until 1903 and studied during summers at the University of 
Chicago. As a result of the Spanish-American War, the 
United States acquired the Philippine Islands. This provided 
Woodson with the opportunity to serve as supervisor of schools 
in those islands for three and one^half years, where he 
learned to speak Spanish fluently. Woodson's biographer, 
Patricia W, Romero, has suggested that the high salary was an 
inducement for accepting this position, but Woodson's desire 
to serve and his commitment to religion and education were 
strong contributing factors.2 During his tenure abroad, 
Woodson was pursuing correspondence courses at the University 
of Chicago. 
From the Philippines, he embarked upon an around-the- 
world tour. Woodson travelled in Europe, Asia, and Africa 
for one year and also spent one semester at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, becoming a- fluent speaker of French. On this trip, 
Woodson learned first-hand of the availability of vast 
materials, located in European libraries, relating to Africa 
and black people throughout the globe. 
^Romero, "Biography," p. 76. 
4 
Back in the United States, Woodson received his A.B, 
in March of 1908 and his M.A, in August of that same year, 
both from the University of Chicago.. As at Berea, Woodson 
had been required to complete courses that were essentially 
remedial in nature in order to overcome the deficiencies of 
his self-instruction and sporadic formal education. There 
is no record of his later interest in black subjects in 
undergraduate or graduate school. Thus Woodson's interest 
evolved, unlike that of one who sets a goal early in life 
and then proceeds to attain it. But having once found his 
subject, Woodson concentrated on it single-mindedly. 
Following the conferring of his M.A. degree, Woodson 
had originally intended to return to work with the Civil 
Service in the Philippines. These plans were postponed 
when he was accepted for doctoral work at Harvard University. 
There he studied under W. B. Munro and Edward Channing in 
what was, at that time, probably the strongest Department 
of History in the United States. 
In September of 1909, Woodson moved to Washington, D.C. 
to teach at the M Street High School (later re-named after 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar), a position which afforded him the 
opportunity to do research on his dissertation at the Library 
of Congress. It was during this period that Woodson became 
a colleague of other blacks who were involved with black 
institutions like the American Negro Academy, and who were 
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familiar with the ideas and work of W.E.B. Du Bois and 
Booker T, Washington. He developed a growing consciousness 
of the need for scientific study of black people. 
Woodson was awarded the Ph.D. degree by Harvard in 
June of 1912. Channing chaired Woodson's dissertation com¬ 
mittee and was assisted by Albert Bushnell Hart and Frederick 
Jackson Turner. His dissertation, entitled "The Disruption 
of Virginia," was not published because Charles W. Ambler’s 
Sectionalism in Virginia, 1776-1861 had appeared in 1910. 
Woodson was the second black to be awarded a Ph.D. in history 
in the United States, W.E.B. Du Bois being the first. Thus, 
Woodson spent fourteen years obtaining three college degrees, 
working full-time all but two of those years. 
Woodson taught at M Street High for six years before 
being appointed principal at Armstrong Manual High School 
in 1918, a position he held for one year. His first volume, 
entitled The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, was 
published in 1915, with Woodson himself paying the costs 
of publication and circulation. The critical acclaim ac¬ 
corded that volume probably accounts in part for Woodson's 
decision to dedicate himself to a comprehensive program of 
research, publication and public education. Thus in 1915 
Woodson founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life 
and History ("hereafter referred to simply as "the Associa^ 
tion") and began serving as its Director, a position he 
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held until his death, Dr, Woodson’s aim was to support and 
publish original research on blacks, not only to counter 
neglect and distortion but also to create respect for blacks 
in the minds of Americans of all races. It is probable 
that the unfolding speciousness of Woodrow Wilson's "New 
Freedom" and the immense popularity of D. W, Griffith's 
"Birth of a Nation" (1914), influenced Woodson's decision 
to organize an association to pursue the scientific study 
of blacks. Race riots had recently increased in number and 
severity, the near-disfranchisement of blacks had been 
accomplished in every southern state by 1910, and in 1915 the 
Ku Klux Klan had been revived. On the other side of the 
ledger must be mentioned the renewed growth of white philan¬ 
thropic interest in blacks and the Progressive movement's 
concern for reform. In his decision to pursue scientific 
researches on blacks, Woodson was following the tradition 
of the Atlanta University Publications (begun in 1896) and 
Monroe N. Work's Negro Year Book: Annual Encyclopedia of 
the Negro (begun in 1912). 
The Association had several more or less successful 
predecessors. The first attempt on the part of blacks to 
organize an historical society for the study of black people 
was an outgrowth of the National Equal Rights Convention 
which was held in December of 1873, A resolution was adopted 
and a committee formed, but nothing came of this early effort. 
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In 1892, the American Negro Historical Society was estab¬ 
lished in Philadelphia, but this was a local movement con¬ 
cerned primarily with local affairs, though a few pamphlets 
of larger interest were published. In Yonkers, New York, 
the Negro Society for Historical Research was founded in 
1912. Again, this was primarily a local concern which 
published occasional papers. The American Negro Academy, 
founded in Washington, D.C. in 1847, was regional in scope 
and published several occasional papers in addition to John 
W. Cromwell's The Negro in American History in 1912. How¬ 
ever, the Academy was an elite, educated group of individuals 
and no attempt was made to reach a national audience or 
extend the membership.^ 
In addition, the National Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People and the National Urban League must 
be counted among forerunners of the Association. The Niagara 
Movement meetings of 1905-1908 gave birth to the NAACP in 
1909, an organization whose stated function was to combat 
the terrors of lynching and racial disorder. Two years later, 
in 1911, the Urban League was founded to help find jobs and 
housing for recent black migrants to cities. These two 
organizations had different goals but shared several charac¬ 
teristics including their interracial make-up, support from 
^Charles H. Wesley, "Racial Historical Societies and the 
American Heritage," JNH 37 (January, 1953); 11. 
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wealthy whites, an organizational structure which relied 
upon local branches, and a house publication. The Asso¬ 
ciation was structurally patterned after these two successful 
organizations. 
In 1916, the first issue of the Journal of Negro History 
appeared under the editorship of Woodson. In that year, 
Woodson wrote appeals to two hundred philanthropists and re¬ 
ceived a mere $14.00 for his efforts. In addition to his 
duties as editor, he also contributed numerous articles and 
book reviews to the Journal throughout his lifetime. Despite 
the Depression, loss of financial support from foundations, 
and two world wars, the Journal never missed an issue. 
In 1918, the same year Woodson was appointed principal 
at Armstrong High, he published A Century of Negro Migration. 
From 1919 to 1920 Dr. Woodson served as Dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Head of the Graduate School at Howard 
University, leaving because he and the last white president 
of Howard, J. Stanley Durkee, couldn't see eye to eye. In 
the spring, Woodson had criticized Durkee's administrative 
abilities, whereupon the President demanded an apology in 
writing. The conflict was referred to the Board of Trustees, 
who subsequently notified Woodson that the continuation of 
his employment depended upon whether or not he was "willing 
to make amends required by Dr. Durkee and apologizes in 
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writing to the President of the University."^ Woodson 
refused to do so. 
In 1920, he went in the sane capacity to West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute (now West Virginia State College) where 
he remained until 1923. Woodson had earlier been offered 
the presidency of West Virginia State, a position he declined 
because of his commitments in D.C. and because he did not 
want the administrative responsibilities. He did, however, 
recommend John W. Davis, then Secretary of the Colored 
Y.M.C.A. in Washington, D.C., for the post. After accepting 
the presidency, Davis asked Woodson to come to West Virginia 
State and help reorganize the college department. Thus did 
a former coal miner become Dean of the highest institution 
of learning for his people in his home state. Woodson re¬ 
mained at West Virginia State for two years, assisting Davis 
in hiring new faculty and increasing the enrollment. 
In 1921, while serving at West Virginia, Woodson also 
founded the Associated Publishers because he had found that 
existing publishers were reluctant to print books that did 
not portray blacks in the unfavorable light of contemporary 
stereotypes presented by Southern revisionist historians, 
and were especially unlikely to publish scholarly works 
dealing with blacks. He brought out Early Negro Education 
^Rayford W. Logan, Howard University: the First Hun¬ 
dred Years, 1867-1967 (New York: New York University Press, 
r9"6'9) p. 208.  
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in West Virginia in that same year (1921), while 1922 saw 
the publication of Fifty Years of Negro Citizenship as 
Qualified by the United States Supreme Court, both in pam¬ 
phlet form. During these years, in addition to his duties 
as Dean, Woodson was completing the research for two volumes 
which appeared in 1922: The History of the Negro Church and 
The Negro in Our History, the latter an introductory college 
text not supplanted until publication of John Hope Franklin’s 
From Slavery to Freedom in 1948. After resigning from West 
Virginia Collegiate Institute in 1922, Woodson gave up 
teaching as a major interest and devoted himself full-time 
to the work of the Association. During this period, Woodson 
had also been gathering documents which today constitute the 
Carter G. Woodson Collection in the Library of Congress. 
The year 1924 saw the publication of Free Negro Owners 
of Slaves in the United States in 1830 Together with Absentee 
Ownership of Slaves in the United States in 1830, a volume 
edited by Woodson. A companion book, Free Negro Heads of 
Families in the United States in 1830 Together with a Brief 
Treatment of the Free Negro, appeared in 1925. Another 
volume, edited by Dr. Woodson and also published in 1925, was 
entitled Negro Orators and Their Orations, Its companion, 
The Mind of the Negro as Reflected in Letters Written During 
the Crisis, 1800-1860, was published the following year. 
In 1926, Woodson inaugurated the yearly celebrations, 
11 
sponsored by the Association, of Negro History Week during 
the second week in February. The success of these celebra¬ 
tions did much to secure financial support for the work of 
the Association. Around 1930, support from foundations was 
withdrawn. Thereafter, it was the support of individuals, 
mostly blacks, that enabled the Association to continue its 
work. Woodson blamed Thomas Jesse Jones, a former council 
member of the Association and an early supporter, for the 
loss of support from foundations. At the time of the con¬ 
flict, Jones was Educational Director of the Phelps - Stokes 
Fund. Woodson thought Jones had personally acted against 
him, but if this is true, there is no record of it. Wood¬ 
son's biographer has written that the correspondence "indi¬ 
cates that the foundations had their own misgivings without 
outside interference."5 Even before 1930, foundation support 
was difficult to secure.. The foundations wanted research 
carried out under the auspices of a university and disliked 
Woodson's "one-man-operation" with its philosophy of "go 
it alone," At one point, Woodson made overtures to the 
NAACP regarding linking the Journal with their department 
of publications, but no such arrangement was ever made. 
The racial make-up of the governing bodies of the Asso¬ 
ciation indicate that, at the beginning, Woodson was anxious 
to enlist white philanthropists and also to maintain firm 
^Romero, "Biography," p. 182. 
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control by excluding blacks who, because of their own sig¬ 
nificance in the black community, might overshadow the 
Director. Woodson experienced difficulties in working 
closely with others. He had no desire to share his organi¬ 
zation with another, especially one who would question 
his orders and decisions, and so was not often successful 
at delegating authority. He was often intolerant of co¬ 
workers with less drive and enthusiasm than himself. His 
single-minded approach made him harshly critical of those 
with less dedication. Woodson paid close attention to all 
details of the operation of the Association, at times 
"over-supervising" his assistants. He worked long and hard 
and was very distant, especially when involved in research. 
However, he never required his co-workers to do any work 
he would not do himself, and there was no part of the work 
for which he was too dignified. 
In 1926, Woodson received special recognition for his 
efforts in the form of the Spingarn Medal for distinguished 
achievement, awarded by the NAACP. The medal was presented 
for "ten years service in collecting and publishing the 
records of the Negro in America." On the occasion of the 
award, W.E.B. Du Bois was the speaker. He mentioned Woodson 
only once in the course of his presentation, perhaps because 
of Woodson’s critical review of Darkwater in the 1920 issue 
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of the Journal.6 
Negro Makers of History and African. Myths Together with 
Proverbs both appeared in 1928. The first volume was a 
condensation of the essential material from The Negro in Our 
History for elementary and junior high school students and 
the second contribution was intended for use in the lower 
grades of elementary schools. The Negro as a Businessman, 
a book Woodson coauthored with J. H. Harmon, Jr. and Arnett 
G. Lindsay, was published in 1929, 
The year 1930 saw the publication of The Rural Negro 
and The Negro Wage Earner, the latter co-authored by Lorenzo 
J. Greene. These two volumes, along with a later volume, 
resulted from a three-year survey of social and economic 
conditions obtaining among blacks in the United States since 
the Civil War, a task undertaken by the Association in 1926. 
The Negro Professional Man and the Community, subtitled With 
Special Emphasis on the Physician and the Lawyer, is the 
third volume in this series and appeared in 1934, The Mis- 
Education of the Negro, one of Woodson's more controversial 
works, was published in 1933. This volume is a compilation 
of thoughts previously published, though in a scattered 
manner and generally through newspapers, during the few years 
prior to its release. 
^W.E,B. Du Bois, "Criteria for Negro Art," in W.E.B. 
Du Bois: A Reader, ed. Meyer Weinberg (New York: Harper and 
Row, 197 0), p. 254. 
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Woodson was able to spend the summers of 1932, 1933, 
1935, and 1937 in Paris pursuing his research and completing 
bibliographical compilations for later use. In October of 
1937, Woodson brought out the first issue of the Negro 
History Bulletin, an illustrated journal intended for use 
in the elementary and secondary school systems and by the 
general public. Woodson felt free to experiment and inno¬ 
vate with the Bulletin, but the Journal retained its original 
scholarly format. 
With the publication, in 1935, of The Story of the Negro 
Retold, Woodson made yet another contribution designed to 
help alleviate the lack of adequate teaching materials on 
black history adapted for use in the schools. Whereas 
Negro Makers of History (1928) was an adaptation of The 
Negro in Our History for upper elementary schools, The Story 
of the Negro Retold is an adaptation of that volume for 
high school students. Similarly, The African Background 
Outlined, released in 1936 and subtitled A Handbook for the 
Study of the Negro, was designed to facilitate the effort 
to create a general interest in the study of blacks. In 1939 
Woodson published African Heroes and Heroines, another 
volume intended for junior and senior high school students. 
During his lifetime, Woodson received three honorary 
degrees, one each from Morehouse College (1946), Howard 
University (1947), and Virginia Union (1941). He was 
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often called upon as a public speaker, and on such occasions, 
his message rather than his manner of presentation carried 
him through successfully. His final contribution to a very 
large corpus was the four-volume edition, The Works of 
Francis James Grimke, released in 1942. This work is 
an edited version of Dr. Grimke's papers divided as follows: 
Addresses, Sermons, Thoughts and Meditations, and Letters. 
Dr. Woodson was working on the "Encyclopedia Africana";, a 
ten’■-volume comprehensive project that was to be his crowning 
achievement, when he died at his home on April 3, 1950 at 
the age of seventy-four. 
Chapter 2 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF NEGRO LIFE AND HISTORY 
When Carter Woodson was growing to maturity, Southern 
white historians vigorously argued that the history of 
blacks in the world naturally assigned them to a position 
of inferiority and subordination to whites. Their works 
played up the "barbarism” of Africans, the docility and 
child-like traits of black slaves, and the corruption of 
black governmental officials during the Reconstruction era. 
Woodson denied the validity of the doctrine of white su¬ 
premacy. He found that the contributions of blacks were 
overlooked, ignored, and even suppressed by writers and 
teachers of history, and asserted that "the achievements of 
the Negro properly set forth will crown him as a factor in 
early human progress and a maker of modern civilization."! 
He believed that the so-called color problem in the United 
States was the result of the mis-education of whites and 
blacks alike. Woodson wrote that race prejudice was "not 
something inherent in human nature. It is merely the 
logical result of tradition, the inevitable outcome of 
thorough instruction to the effect that the Negro has never 
contributed anything to the progress of mankind."2 Therefore, 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Negro History Week," JNH 11 (April 
1926): 242. 
^Ibid., p. 240. 
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he devoted his energies to the work of the Association in 
the hope that letting the facts speak for themselves would 
elevate the position of blacks by (1) re-educating blacks 
to a knowledge of their creditable past and thereby in¬ 
spiring them to continue to struggle and achieve, and (2) 
re-educating whites to an appreciation of and respect for 
the role blacks had played in American and world history. 
Dr. Woodson defined history as "clarified experience" 
and noted that 
Not to know what one's race has done in 
former times is to continue always a 
child....The Negro knows practically no¬ 
thing of his history and his "friends" 
are not permitting him to learn it. The 
Negro, therefore, is referred to as a 
child-like race. 
Responding to the question "Why the Negro in History?", Dr. 
Woodson wrote, "If a race has no history...it becomes a 
negligible factor in the thought of the world, and it 
stands in danger of being exterminated."^ 
In an address delivered at Hampton Institute on November 
5, 1921 and published as an article entitled "Some Things 
Negroes Need to Do" in The Southern Workman,^ Woodson expanded 
upon the idea that if Blacks were aware of the value of their 
traditions, they would then possess a basis from which they 
^Ibid, , p. 239. 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Some Things Negroes Need to Do," 
Southern Workman 51 (January 1922): 33. 
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could judiciously demand "a right to a share in the bles¬ 
sings of democracy.” He said: 
Let us, then, study this history, and 
study it with the understanding that 
we are not, after all, an inferior 
people, but simply a people who have 
been impeded. We are going back to 
that beautiful history and it is going 
to inspire us to greater achievements. 
It is not going to be long before we 
can so sing the story to the outside 
world as to convince it of the value 
of our history and our traditions, and 
then we are going to be recognized as 
men. 5 
Regarding the "attitude-changing function" of black history 
as it applied to whites, Woodson was able to report that 
the files of the Association contained numerous letters from 
persons to the effect that their attitudes toward blacks had 
changed as a result of information disseminated by the staff. 
In addition, he noted that the activities of the Association 
had "led many a student of social and economic questions to 
consider the race situation dispassionately and to endeavor 
to work out the present day problems in the light of 
science. 
Woodson always placed major emphasis on the records of 
the masses, in contrast with most of his contemporaries in 
the field of history who were elitist and therefore inter¬ 
ested primarily in the deeds of leaders. Thus Woodson may 
^Ibid., p. 36. 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Ten Years of Collecting and Pub¬ 
lishing the Records of the Negro," JNH 10 (October 1925): 598. 
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be counted among the early advocates of social history. He 
recognized and stressed the social value and function of 
history, arguing that it provides the foundation not only 
for a healthy self-concept but also for positive social 
action and achievement. His life-work exemplified his be¬ 
lief in and profound respect for the continuous black 
tradition, not only in the U.S. but in the rest of the world 
as well. He believed black people had a resilient and broad 
tradition which served concurrently as refuge, inspiration, 
and foundation. Besides being a scholar of that tradition, 
he was an energetic advocator of its strength and a publi- 
cizer of its achievements. He not only stockpiled facts as 
ammunition against popular misconceptions, he developed 
those facts into an impressive body of knowledge and pro¬ 
jected their undergirding values into a system of beliefs. 
The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History 
was founded in September of 1915 by Dr. Woodson and four 
other persons. There are indications that Woodson had been 
developing a plan for the Association for some time and had 
already discussed it with several persons. The purpose of 
the Association was: 
...the collection of sociological and 
historical data on the Negro, the study 
of peoples of African blood, the pub¬ 
lishing of books in this field, and 
the promotion of harmony between the 
races by acquainting the one with the 
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other. 
Woodson believed that the only way blacks could "escape 
the awful fate of becoming a negligible factor in the 
thought of the world" was to first collect and preserve 
all available data on various aspects of black life and 
history so that trained scholars could later produce works 
based on "the whole truth."7 
At its outset, the Association had little moral sup¬ 
port and no financial backing. Woodson has noted that even 
his co-workers did not precisely understand what role he 
envisioned for the Association. For purposes of illustra¬ 
tion, therefore, he contracted a debt of about $400 (against 
a $2000 life insurance policy) in order to bring out the 
first issue of the Journal of Negro History on January 1, 
1916. He did not consult the Executive Council of the 
Association as regards this action, and so one member (Ms. 
S. P. Breckenridge) resigned while others threatened to do 
the same. Ten years later, Dr. Woodson wrote, "This stroke, 
however, was the very thing needed."8 
Public response to the first issue of the Journal 
was indeed warm and enthusiastic. During its first year, 
the publication was circulated on five continents, and the 
^Ibid., p. 600. 
^Ibid., pp. 599, 600. 
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Journal began its second year with a circulation of 4,000. 
After 1919, the Journal became practically self-supporting. 
Prior to that time, annual deficits amounting to from $1,200 
to $1,500 a year were made up from Dr. Woodson’s meager 
salary as a teacher in the D.C. public schools. Woodson 
also repaid most of the original $4,000 debt himself and, 
ten years later, was still paying interest on money borrowed 
to pay the Association's debts during those early years.^ 
Further evidence of his dedication to the work of the Asso¬ 
ciation is the fact that when he died, he left all his money 
to the organization. 
From its inception, the Association faced serious 
financial worries. In 1917, Woodson himself was the largest 
single contributor to the organization, his gift amounting 
to $1,000. In addition, he also purchased, at his own ex¬ 
pense, several documents for the Association when funds from 
other sources could not be located. Substantial support 
from Julius Rosenwald followed soon, however. For years, 
Rosenwald contributed $100 or more each quarter for support 
of the Journal. Not until 1919 were sufficient funds amassed 
to enable the Association to rent an office and hire a clerk. 
By 1921, the debts of the Association "were becoming so enor¬ 
mous that a suspension of publication seemed likely at any 
9Ibid., p. 605. 
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But in that same year, the Carnegie Corporation 
and the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial each appropriated 
$25,000 to the Assocaition, both grants to be paid in annual 
installments of $5,000. Thus the Association was able to 
pay Woodson a salary and to hire other investigators to 
conduct research, and to locate and collect documents on 
blacks not only in the United States, but in other parts of 
the world as well. 
With this staff and a permanent office, the Association 
came to serve as a free reference bureau for information re¬ 
garding black people. A home-study department was organized 
especially to meet the needs of public school teachers. 
Woodson intended to expand this department by inaugurating 
a university-type curriculum which would establish the Asso¬ 
ciation as an educational institution and thereby perhaps 
qualify for additional foundation support. But enrollment 
in the home-study department was minimal, so these plans 
never materialized. Almost all students and professors then 
writing in the field found it necessary to consult the pub¬ 
lications of the Association, as do most still. Woodson 
guided many students in preparing outlines and developing 
their treatises. Throughout his life, Dr. Woodson kept up 
a vigorous and voluminous correspondence with persons in¬ 
terested in black history throughout the world. Some of 
10 Ibid., p. 605. 
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these letters gave him little known facts while others 
corrected him on certain errors which had appeared in 
the publications of the Association. Woodson also asked 
blacks from various countries to write for the Journal 
on special aspects of their history. 
In 1921, Woodson organized the Associated Publishers 
to handle the publication and sale of books by researchers 
of the Association. This publishing house was a private 
corporation in which Dr. Woodson held over ninety per cent 
of the stock. In a letter to Charles H. Wesley, Woodson 
explained why he established the Associated Publishers. 
He wrote: 
The Negro faces another stone wall 
when he presents such scientific pro¬ 
ductions to the publishing houses. 
They may not be prejudiced, but they 
are not interested in the Negro. We 
understand that the more serious the 
work is the less chance it has for 
reaching a large reading public. Yet 
scholarship must be advanced by these 
strictly scientific works. This re¬ 
presents a very dark prospect for the 
rapidly increasing number of young men 
and women who are prepared for creative 
work but receive no encouragement what¬ 
ever. In this way the cause of Negro 
scholarship has dreadfully suffered in 
spite of the one-sided method of the 
foundations in trying to broaden the 
minds of Negroes teaching in their 
own schools. What is the use of know¬ 
ing things if they cannot be published 
to the world? If the Negro is to 
settle down to publishing merely what 
others permit him to bring out, the 
world will never know what the race has 
thought and accomplished and the story 
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of the Negro will perish with him."*"^ 
In an article entitled "Ten Years of Collecting and 
Publishing the Records of the Negro,"12 pr. Woodson was 
able to list the impressive accomplishments of the Associa¬ 
tion. Besides publishing more than six thousand pages of 
articles and documents in the first nine volumes of the 
Journal, by 1925 the Association had also published ten 
monographs focusing on previously neglected aspects of 
black life and history. In addition, several young scholars 
had been encouraged and trained in the contemporary methods 
of historical research and analysis under the auspices of 
the Association. Woodson claimed that the most important 
contribution of the Association was to make "the world 
see the Negro as a participant rather than a lay figure in 
history." He summarized by noting that: 
...whereas a decade ago only a few 
institutions gave the study of the 
record of the Negro any considera¬ 
tion, practically all reputable 
universities and colleges and even 
some high schools now feature the 
study of the Negro in that of racial 
relations or provide special courses 
in this neglected aspect of our life 
and history.12 
Woodson always placed great emphasis on the need for 
"^Carter G. Woodson to Charles H. Wesley, June 19, 1937, 
quoted in Charles H. Wesley, "Carter G. Woodson--As a Scholar," 
JNH 36 (January 1951): 20. 
l^Woodson, "Ten Years," p. 598. 
^Ibid, , p. 605. 
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"scientifically-trained scholars" to pursue research and 
analysis in the field of black history. One of the out¬ 
standing achievements of the Association was its encourage¬ 
ment of young students for this service. Thus Woodson was 
able, in 1940, to write, "In 1915, there were not half a 
dozen Negroes interested in or undertaking scientific 
historical research. Now the number runs into the hun¬ 
dreds. "14 The Association helped pay for the training of 
several students at the best graduate schools then available 
Scholars guided by Woodson himself include Florence B. Brown 
Alrutheus A. Taylor, Rayford W. Logan, Lorenzo J. Greene, 
Charles H. Wesley, Clarence A. Bacote, Benjamin Quarles, 
Luther P. Jackson, John H. Franklin, W. Sherman Savage, and 
Arnett G. Lindsay. 
But while such scholars were being trained, and while 
the need for collection and preservation of data and docu¬ 
ments was even more imperative, the state of the teaching 
of black life and history in the schools was immediately 
distressing. In an article entitled "Negro Life and History 
in the Schools," published in 1919, Woodson expressed the 
urgency of the situation: 
...teachers of history and correlated 
subjects have during the last genera¬ 
tion accepted the southern white man's 
opinion of the Negro and endeavor to 
instill the same in the minds of their 
^Carter G. Woodson, "An Accounting for Twenty-Five 
Years,” JNH 25 (October 1940): 430. 
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students. Coming at a time when many 
Negroes have been rushing to the North, 
this heresay has had the general effect 
of promoting the increase of race pre¬ 
judice to the extent that the North 
has become about as lawless as the 
South in its treatment of the Negro. 
Furthermore, Woodson noted that in a few Northern white col¬ 
leges, studies of the "race problem" had been undertaken. 
However, such classes had 
...in many cases been unproductive of 
desirable results for the reason that 
instead of trying to arrive at some un¬ 
derstanding as to how the Negro may be 
improved, the work has often degenerated 
into a discussion of the race as a 
menace and the justification of pre¬ 
ventative measures inaugerated by 
whites. 
Equally distressing, Woodson could only find a few black 
colleges where courses in sociology and history bearing on 
blacks were in existence. 
As part of his attempt to meet this important need, Dr. 
Woodson authored six volumes and founded, in 1937, a monthly 
publication entitled Negro History Bulletin. All of these 
undertakings were designed primarily to meet the needs of 
schools and were published by the Associated Publishers. 
In addition, in 1926, Woodson initiated the annual cele¬ 
bration of Negro History Week. This event grew out of an 
annual celebration of black literary achievements sponsored 
l^Carter G. Woodson, "Negro Life and History in Our 
Schools," JNH 4 (July 1919): 275-276. 
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by Omega Psi Phi fraternity, of which Woodson was an honorary 
member. He convinced the leaders of this fraternity that he 
could make the celebration more effective by sponsoring it 
as an activity of the Association. Negro History Week is 
meant to embrace the birthday of Abraham Lincoln and the 
generally accepted birthday of Frederick Douglass. The cele¬ 
bration became an immediate national success which led to a 
demand for simplication of the data collected and published 
in scholarly form by the Association. The aforementioned 
Negro History Bulletin, first published in October of 1937, 
was the response of the Association to these requests. The 
Bulletin is a monthly publication which appears only during 
the nine months of the school year. It is profusely illus¬ 
trated and tells the story of the history and achievements 
of blacks for grade school students, high school students, 
and the general public. Woodson was able to claim that the 
Bulletin was most widely welcomed: "Nothing started by the 
Association, with the exception of the inauguration of Negro 
History Week, has accomplished so much in extending the work 
of the Association and convincing the country of its useful¬ 
ness. "16 The Negro History Bulletin replaced the regular 
Negro History Week pamphlet which was a once-a-year publica¬ 
tion. Like the Journal, the Bulletin contained no advertising, 
but did include a section on books for younger readers, many 
-^Woodson, "An Accounting," p. 431. 
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of which were published by the Associated Publishers. 
In the Bulletin were printed many of the biographical 
sketches that Woodson was compiling for the Encyclopedia 
Africana. In fact, the editor contributed nearly every¬ 
thing in the Bulletin during its first few years, until 
around 1940. Many of its articles were condensed simpli¬ 
fied versions of researches originally completed for the 
Journal. This process reversed itself in later years. 
Woodson had young scholars start out writing for the Bulle¬ 
tin before proceeding to the now-prestigious Journal. 
The Bulletin followed the historical format of the 
calendar/poster produced by the Association for Negro His¬ 
tory Week. It's purpose, according to Woodson, was to 
"expose the children to an atmosphere surcharged not with 
propaganda, but with easily obtained and freely circulated 
information about the contributions of the Negro and his 
T 7 present status in the modern world." 
Before each Negro History Week celebration, Woodson 
and his associates mailed circulars to educational institu¬ 
tions at all levels and to the press. Groups later added to 
the mailing list included labor and fraternal organizations, 
social welfare and literary societies, and public libraries. 
The circulars usually contained a summary of the achievements 
of blacks, justifications for the celebration, denunciations 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Notes," JNH 22 (July 1937): 403. 
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of the prejudice of some historians, and suggestions as to 
how to make the event a success. A general statement of the 
origins and growth of the Association was also included. 
In an article entitled "Negro History Week," Woodson 
excerpted from the circular some particularly meaningful 
remarks and also summarized the success of the event.18 
He noted that participants included not just students, but 
also ministers, teachers, social workers and businessmen. 
This article also discusses some of the specific ways in 
which various groups celebrated Negro History Week so as to 
meet their particular needs. 
For each year following, Woodson reported on the suc¬ 
cess of these yearly celebrations. These reports usually 
consisted of general information on the ever-increasing 
literature circulation, mention of new participating agencies, 
quotations from participants and press praising the event and 
making suggestions for the future, and a note on the funds 
raised for the Association during the celebration. Never¬ 
theless, in October of 1949 Woodson felt it necessary to ad¬ 
monish those who would use the event for anything other than 
"bringing men together to hear the truth and reason:" 
The celebration, when properly observed, is 
a patriotic manifestation, and all exercises 
to the contrary are discouraged. Pressure 
groups, propaganda organizations, and vol¬ 
canic movements should be discouraged when 
ISwoodson, "Negro History Week," p. 238. 
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they try to use this occasion as a means 
to an end. The work of the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History 
is educational and scientific, and the 
organization decries any effort to divert 
it from this channel.... The Negro History 
Week celebration has usually been kept 
clear of indignation meetings, protesting 
bodies, and agitation efforts. The Asso¬ 
ciation does not object to such endeavors, 
but its approach to the solution of the 
problem confronting the Negro is through 
the channels of scientific research and 
education. The Association will not be¬ 
little or abuse anyone, however detestable 
he may be. All persons are welcomed within 
its circle to hear the whole truth and to 
promote it as the key to democracy.19 
In reviewing the success of the move on the part of 
the Association to institute Negro History Week as an annual 
nation-wide celebration, Woodson wrote: 
The important results of the celebration 
may be summarized as creating a demand 
for Negro pictures and Negro literature, 
diabusing the Negro Mind of the idea of 
inferiority, an increasing conviction 
among whites that racial bias undermines 
all truth, and the growing spirit of co¬ 
operation to the end of further extending 
the researches into Negro History that it 
may be popularized throughout the world. 
This interest has taken the form of 
strengthening the national organization 
of the Association by further financial 
support among the people and also by ex¬ 
tending its operations through branches 
organized at strategic points in the 
country.20 
Woodson also pointed out that many Boards of Education were 
■^Carter G. Woodson, "Notes," JNH 34 (October 1949): 387. 
^°Carter G. Woodson, "The Celebration of Negro History 
Week, 1927," JNH 12 (April 1927): 109. 
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considering replacing their inadequate texts and that many 
libraries were buying books about blacks as a result of 
Negro History Week celebrations. 
W.E.B. Du Bois praised Woodson for his work in popu¬ 
larizing Negro History Week by terming it his "crowning 
achievement." According to Du Bois, Woodson "literally 
made this country, which has only the slightest respect 
for people of color, recognize and celebrate each year ... 
the effect the American Negro has upon the life, thought 
and action in the United States."21 
In its first twenty-five years of existence, the Asso¬ 
ciation for the Study of Negro Life and History published 
over thirty volumes in addition to the Journal and the 
Bullet in. In an article entitled "The First Twenty-Five 
Volumes of the Journal of Negro History Digested,"22 Luther 
Jackson pointed out that while early volumes show a low 
standard of documentation, later volumes exhibit a high 
standard. This was due in part to the incomplete train¬ 
ing of the writers and in part to early scarcity of docu¬ 
ments; two problems which the Association helped to remedy. 
Woodson himself sent form letters to blacks requesting that 
23-W.E.B. DU Bois, "A Portrait of Carter G. Woodson," 
Masses and Mainstream 3 (June 1950): 23. 
22Luther P. Jackson, "The First Twenty-Five Volumes of 
the Journal of Negro History Digested," JNH 25 (October 1940) 
432. 
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they send him any and all documents pertaining to black 
people. Almost all documents published in the Journal are 
in Volumes 1 through 14 because the expensive task of 
locating them prevented the Association from continuing this 
work. Jackson also pointed out that the numbers of books 
reviewed in the Journal steadily increased, revealing a 
growing interest in black history as well as the growing 
numbers of black scholars who could be called upon to pre¬ 
pare reviews. Again, the Association must be credited with 
helping to increase interest in black history as well as 
encouraging young scholars in this area. 
In his article entitled "An Accounting for Twenty-Five 
Years," the Director could claim that the Association was 
"the first systematic effort of the Negro to treat the 
records of the race scientifically and to publish the find¬ 
ings to the world." He continued: "Up to that time no 
organization with the scientific objective and a program to 
attain this end had been able to function efficiently along 
this line in the United States."23 gy this time, the Asso¬ 
ciation was publishing monographs as well as its own organs, 
directing studies of black history in clubs and schools, 
promoting home study by mail, producing textbooks, collecting 
and preserving documents, and subsidizing young scholars. 
23woodson, "An Accounting," p. 422. 
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The Association had sent investigators to work in the 
Archives of the Indies, in Seville, Spain, the British 
Museum and the Public Record Office of London, and had 
sent one woman (Zora Neale Hurston) to study folklore in 
Haiti. In addition, the Association had purchased the 
4,000 volumes known as the A. A. Schomberg Collection and 
presented them to the New York City Public Library. Thus 
the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History 
grew into a multi-faceted organization operating on several 
fronts at once; a successful and on-going concern under 
the leadership of Carter G. Woodson. 
Chapter 3 
ORIGINAL WORKS 
Woodson produced twelve original works in book form 
during his lifetime. These will be considered in the order 
of their respective dates of publication. 
The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, subtitled 
A History of the Education of the Colored People of the 
United States from the Beginning of Slavery to the Civil 
War, was originally intended by Woodson to encompass the 
subject of black education up to 1915.-*-' The author ex¬ 
pected to find most information concerned with the post- 
Civil War era but discovered a wealth of materials on the 
ante-bellum period and so decided to concern himself solely 
with the pre-war years. His work in this area opened up 
new vistas of research in the field of American educational 
history. 
This study documents events in both the North and 
South during a period when the opportunities afforded blacks 
for an education were severely circumscribed by the slave 
system and its nation-wide impact. The author dividèd:. 
this period of black education into two segments. The first 
division ends at 1835, the height of the insurrectionary 
movement. During this time, most slaves were provided with 
^Carter G. Woodson, The Education of the Negro Prior 
to 1861 (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1915). 
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a rudimentary education on the plantations and most white 
people agreed that it was prudent to educate slaves. In 
the second segment, when the industrial revolution changed 
slavery from a primarily patriarchal institution to an 
economic one, white people decided that it was impossible 
to cultivate the minds of blacks without arousing overmuch 
self-assertion. Thereafter, most slaves received only an 
industrial education, if any at all, and the only schools 
that survived were those that blacks in urban centers had 
maintained for themselves. 
The arguments promulgated by those in favor of and 
those opposed to the education of bondsmen are fully treated 
along with a discussion of laws enacted to prevent such 
events from ever occurring. Segregation of black students 
is covered and also the changing reasons for it, with argu¬ 
ments on both sides included. Dr. Woodson also points out 
that it was the freedmen who, during the Reconstruction 
era, provided the South with its first effective system of 
public education. 
In the preface to the second edition, Woodson stated 
that the "accounts of the successful strivings of Negroes 
for enlightenment under most adverse circumstances read like 
beautiful romances of a people in an heroic age."2 On this 
^Carter G. Woodson, The Education of the Negro Prior 
to 1861 (Washington: Associated Publishers, 1921) preface. 
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point, he received enthusiastic support from various re¬ 
viewers. Robert E. Park of the University of Chicago 
noted that "aside from the light which this book throws 
upon the rather obscure subject, there is something at once 
touching and romantic in the story which its record of 
facts reveal.Mary Church Terrell pointed out that 
"under the most disheartening and discouraging circum¬ 
stances, blacks strove heroically and persistently to cul¬ 
tivate their minds and allowed nothing to turn them aside 
and conquer their will."4 
The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861 was also 
praised by reviewers for meeting a high standard of scholar¬ 
ship. All facts in the book are easily accessible because 
of a lengthy index and a valuable number of hitherto unavail 
able documents are included in the sixty-page appendix. A 
thirty-five page bibliography is included and the author 
substantiated every fact presented. More importantly, this 
phase of black American life was largely neglected and unex¬ 
plored prior to the appearance of this monograph, which is 
still used as a basic reference book. An unnamed reviewer 
T 
^Robert E. Park, review of The Education of the Negro 
Prior to 1861, by Carter G. Woodson, in American Journal of 
Sociology 21 (July 1915): 119. 
^Mary C. Terrell, review of The Education of the Negro 
Prior to 1861, by Carter G. Woodson, in JNH 1 (January 1915) 
96. 
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for the New York Times Book Review characterized this work 
as a "thorough and intelligent study, with just enough 
sympathetic spirit to humanize its array of well-ordered 
facts.in Survey, J. F. Gould referred to the volume 
as "a model of scholarship."6 
In writing A Century of Negro Migration, Woodson's aim 
was to direct the attention of scholars to a new phase of 
black American life which had just begun; namely the exodus 
of blacks from the South.'7 The book does not consist of 
new information but is an original treatment of the facts. 
Woodson's goal was to present in succinct form how blacks 
in the United States "have struggled under adverse circum¬ 
stances to flee from bondage and oppression in quest of a 
land offering asylum to the oppressed and opportunity to 
the unfortunate.How they were often deceived was care¬ 
fully noted by the author. 
This volume discusses where, when, why and how many 
black people migrated, and the problems they faced upon 
'’Review of The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861, 
by Carter G. Woodson, in New York Times Book Review, 19 
July 1915, p. 259. 
^J. F.. Gould, review of The Education of the Negro 
Prior to 1861, by Carter G. Woodson, in Survey, 29 January 
1916, p. 521. 
^Carter G. Woodson, A Century of Negro Migration (Wash¬ 
ington: Association for the Study of' Negro Life and 
History, 1918). 
^Ibid. , p. v. 
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arrival at their various destinations. Their manner of 
adjustment, or why some migrants failed to adjust success¬ 
fully, is also considered. The author states that what 
black inadequacies did exist were attributable to the effects 
of slavery and suggests that it is to the advantage of white 
people to end prejudice and discrimination. Included are 
discussions of the colonization movements, what black leaders 
on all sides thought about colonization, various movements 
of people during the Civil War and the exodus to the West 
after that war. Migration of the "talented tenth" to cities 
for political and other reasons (not especially economic) 
is also treated. An account of the exodus during World War 
I, at the time of writing the largest movement of blacks in 
the United States, constitutes the closing chapter. 
Of this volume, an unnamed reviewer for the London Times 
Literary Supplement stated that there was "no exuberance of 
statement, no fervid inaccuracy, no frothy declamation."9 
In addition, John Hope Franklin noted that in A Century of 
Negro Migration, Woodson demonstrated "the importance of 
using statistical materials in population movements to il¬ 
lustrate the economic and political vicissitudes of Negroes 
^Review of A Century of Negro Migration, by Carter G. 
Woodson, London Times Literary Supplement, 24 October 1918, 
p, 504. 
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in the United States."-^ 
Woodson's The History of the Negro Church was designed 
to show the evolution of this institution from earliest 
times to the time of writing.'*'1 The various denominations 
had been writing treatises on their own history for some 
time, but before the appearance of this volume, no attempt 
had been made to study the work of all these groups as part 
of the same institution. In the preface, the author stated 
that the "importance of the church in the life of the Negro 
justifies the publication of this brief account."^ Indeed, 
the volume constitutes a general history of black Americans, 
in a broad sense, because of that importance. 
Woodson admitted that the book did not constitute what 
he had wanted it to be: "Many facts of the past could not 
be obtained for the reason that several denominations have 
failed to keep records and facts known to persons now active 
in the church could not be collected because of indifference 
or the failure to understand the motives of the author. 
It is, nonetheless, one of Woodson's most scholarly produc¬ 
tions. Essentially a straight narrative of developments, 
lOjohn Hope Franklin, "The Place of Carter G. Woodson 
in American Historiography," NHB 13 (May 1950): 175. 
11Carter G. Woodson, The History of the Negro Church 
(Washington; Associated Publishers', 1921)'. 
1 ? Ibid., preface. 
■*■3 Ibid. 
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The History of the Negro Church is temperate in tone. 
It suffers only from the fact that there is no biblio¬ 
graphical section and documentation is scarce, although 
there is an index. F. C. Sumner called it "a pioneer work, 
a genuine contribution."14 
Topics discussed include early efforts of white mis- ' 
sionaries to evangelize the slaves, the causes for the 
reactions of slave owners for and against these efforts, 
and the respective contributions of the white denominations. 
The reasons why blacks were more readily attracted to the 
Baptist and Methodist sects, and the development of able 
black ministers in these denominations in the eighteenth 
century is amply treated, along with the founding of the 
first churches by blacks. Reasons for the cleavage of the 
white denominations into Northern and Southern factions 
are enumerated, as are the causes of the separation of 
black and white communicants and the three-fold cleavage 
of the black Methodists. The importance of the black 
church in developing black leaders and educators is fully 
discussed along with the rise of conservative and progrès-, 
sive factions within the church. The final chapter deals 
with church statistics, available at the time of writing, 
l^F. C. Sumner, review of The History of the Negro 
Church, by Carter G. Woodson, in JNH 6 (April 1922); 223. 
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which indicate the growth of Christianity through the rise 
of the Methodists and the Baptists. 
The Negro in Our History is possibly Dr. Woodson's 
most important single work, not because it was the most 
scholarly or provocative of his books, but because it was 
widely read and therefore had a significant impact.15 
Until his death in 1950, it was constantly revised and en¬ 
larged to keep it up to date. Since then, Charles H. Wesley 
has revised the volume. First published in 1922, the book 
was in its fourth printing by 1927 and has gone through 
ten distinct editions. It has sold up into the thousands 
of copies and the tenth edition is a full eight hundred 
pages. Moreover, its impact was felt almost immediately. 
By 1925, Woodson was able to claim that his text had been 
adopted for classroom instruction in nearly one hundred 
schools and colleges. ^ Intended as a text for college 
courses and upper grades in high school as well as for the 
general reader, its significance and dominance were not 
rivalled until the appearance of John Hope Franklin's From 
Slavery to Freedom in 1948. In the preface to the third 
edition (1924), Dr. Woodson attributed the success of his 
book to the "urgent need for a work giving in succinct form 
l^Carter G. Woodson, The Negro in Our History (Wash¬ 
ington: Associated Publishers, 1922) . 
•^Woodson, "Ten Years," p. 605. 
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the salient facts of this neglected aspect of our his¬ 
tory. "1? He had long been aware of this need and his exper¬ 
iences as a teacher prompted him to write The Negro in Our 
History. 
The volume is a survey of the history of persons of 
African descent from earliest times. Topics discussed in¬ 
clude early civilizations in Africa, the enslavement of 
blacks throughout the world, the sort of bondage experienced, 
the economic aspects of slavery, early efforts towards eman¬ 
cipation, the colonization and abolition movements, the 
Civil War and Reconstruction, the achievements of Afro-Amer¬ 
icans in freedom, their role in various wars, and the 
struggle for social justice. Emphasis is placed upon social 
and economic developments and achievements, and the history 
of blacks in this country is correlated with the history 
of the United States in general. Intended as a survey, it is 
essentially a compendium of facts, and is marked by temper¬ 
ance and objectivity. It is profusely illustrated, indexed, 
and has a lengthy and valuable appendix. In 1971, in a pam¬ 
phlet available upon request, the Associated Publishers were 
able to claim that this work "is highly recommended in 
library circles as the best reference book on the Negro now 
available."1® 
l^Carter G. Woodson, The Negro in Our History (Washing¬ 
ton: Associated Publishers,' 1924) , preface. 
Invaluable Books on the Negro (Washington: Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History, n.d.). 
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The Negro in Our History was well received and widely 
read and used. Hubert Harrison alleged that Woodson's style 
was "cramped and slovenly," but also noted that interest in 
the subject matter "is so compelling that it enables us to 
overlook this primal defect."I9 jn reveiwing the fourth 
edition (1927), Alain Lock of Howard University noted that 
the growth of the movement for the popularization of Afro- 
American history was due more to the effectiveness of this 
book than to the various works appearing in the pages of the 
Journal, contending that The Negro in Our History "belongs 
to that select class of books that have brought about a 
revolution of mind." It was this scholarly reviewer's opin¬ 
ion that : 
Before the publication of this book 
all of the attempts to offset the 
biased attitudes and correct the 
omissions of school history with re¬ 
gard to the Negro had been either 
unauthoritative or too polemical to 
be soundly instructive .... The now 
formidable movement for the study 
of Negro history owes a great deal 
of its impetus to the influence of 
this book. It has become practically 
a standard text for the curriculum 
of such schools.20 
-*-9Hubert Harrison, review of The Negro in Our History, 
by Carter G. Woodson, in New York Tribune, 7 January 1923, p. 
18. 
20AI ain Locke, review of The Negro in Our History, by 
Carter G. Woodson, in JNH 12 (January 1927) : 99-100. 
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In a similar vein, John Hope Franklin referred to the ef¬ 
fect of this book on curriculums as "profound," for "scores 
of institutions of higher learning have introduced courses 
in Negro history, while teachers have devoted considerable 
attention to developing a proficiency in the use of mater¬ 
ials ...."21 
Negro Makers of History, first published in 1928, is 
an adaptation of The Negro in Our History for the upper 
elementary school level.^2 it is well-illustrated and at 
the end of each chapter is a summary of facts followed by 
questions and suggestions for further study and discussion. 
This book omits none of the essentials of The Negro in Our 
History, but avoids many details primarily of interest to 
more advanced students. Favorably received by critics, this 
text focuses upon the role played by blacks in the building 
of the United States. 
Lorenzo J. Greene and Carter Woodson co-authored The 
Negro Wage Earner.^ The book was released in 1930 and re¬ 
presents some of the results of a three-year study under¬ 
taken by the Association in 1926. This study, which also 
■^Franklin, "Place of Woodson," p. 175. 
^Carter G. Woodson, Negro Makers of History (Washington 
Associated Publishers, 1928). 
23carter G. Woodson and Lorenzo J. Greene, The Negro 
Wage Earner (Washington: Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History, 1930). 
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produced The Rural Negro (1930) and The Negro Professional 
Man and the Community (1934) , focused on social and economic 
conditions among blacks in the United States since the Civil 
War. The work contains fifty tables, nineteen diagrams, an 
extensive and subdivided ten-page bibliography, an eleven- 
page appendix consisting mostly of tables, and an adequate 
index. Greene compiled most of the data and Woodson then 
checked, corrected and supplemented these. The latter is 
also responsible for the actual writing of the book. 
In the introduction, Woodson noted that this work might 
have been entitled "the development of the Negro in the 
occupât ions."24 The objective was to show the various occu¬ 
pations, exclusive of farming and the professions, in which 
blacks were employed and to determine whether their numbers 
have increased or decreased in these various lines. Special 
efforts were made to indicate employments recently entered 
by blacks in which they were not origianlly occupied. The 
intention was not merely to indicate trends, but to deter¬ 
mine causes; thus the work is not merely statistical but also 
interpretative of the data presented. Furthermore, the 
volume sets forth the history of black wage earners as it 
had a bearing upon and was determined by the history of 
all other employees of various races in the country. 
24 Ibid., p. v. 
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The text shows how persistence along the lines of 
work developed during slavery made these traditional occu¬ 
pations crowded up until the date of publication. This is 
also shown by tables and statistical accounts which suc¬ 
cinctly present decade-to-decade changes in the labor force 
up to World War I. After that war, there was a more equal 
distirbution of blacks in various occupations as a result 
of the demand for labor in industries located in the North 
and East. At this time, the first problems with unions 
arose. The extent to which blacks were willing to organize 
for their own interest, and the results of those efforts, 
are also set forth. 
Woodson occasionally reviewed his own books in the 
Journal, though he never signed such reviews. Generally, 
these can't be considered book reviews in the traditional 
sense, but rather summaries including lengthy quotes from 
the work itself. However, he varied from this pattern when 
he reviewed The Negro Wage Earner, praising the book for 
accomplishing the important task of "summarizing what the 
Negroes have done in making a living in the various occupa¬ 
tions and how they have developed in these spheres from 
generation to generation."^ On the other hand, another re 
viewer, R. C. Feld, criticized the work as inadequate as re 
gards interpretation. He wrote: "In interpretation of 
^[Carter G. Woodson], review of The Negro Wage Earner 
by Carter G. Woodson and Lorenzo J. Greene, in JNH 16 (July 
1931): 341. 
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facts, in point of view, in expression, the book is weak. 
Much more needs to be said than has been said and in a more 
comprehensive and authoritative fashion."26 
The Rural Negro, which also appeared in 1930, repre¬ 
sents some of the results of the same three-year survey 
that produced The Negro Wage Earner.27 The Rural Negro 
bears mainly on the South and on centers of no more than 
2,500 inhabitants. Sources for the work include question¬ 
naires, follow-ups and personal home visits, and written 
and printed material. Thus the study is based on three 
types of evidence: actual observation, personal knowledge, 
and documents. The book contains 133 illustrations and 
19 tables, figures, and diagrams. In addition, there is 
an appendix containing 15 pages of tables relating infor¬ 
mation on various aspects of black churches. There is but 
a thin sprinkling of footnotes and no bibliography. Yet 
another and more serious flaw is the limited index (only 
six pages) . 
At the time of this survey, sixty percent of American 
blacks lived in the rural South. The majority of these rural 
blacks lived on small farms, only about one^fifth of which 
were owned by them. Woodson found that these people 
C. Feld, review of The Negro Wage Earner, by Carter 
G. Woodson, in New York Times, 25 January 1931, pT 4. 
27carter G. Woodson, The Rural Negro (Washington: Asso¬ 
ciated Publishers, 1930). 
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suffered from poor food and pitiful living conditions. 
Subject to various diseases, the mortality rate was alarm¬ 
ingly high. The author believed that most of the unfavorable 
conditions then obtaining in rural communities could be 
attributed to the fact that rural blacks were not educated. 
The Southern rural black, kept ignorant and in an impover¬ 
ished state with very little opportunity for real advance¬ 
ment, was often the victim of peonage and racial persecu¬ 
tion- -thus was insult heaped upon injury. The Rural Negro 
chronicles such topics as tenancy, peonage, industry and 
trade, as well as religion, recreation, and schools as they 
related to the lives of rural blacks. 
This work was reviewed in several periodicals and well- 
received. The reviewer for the New York Times stated that 
’’the person with the most casual acquaintance with the South 
and conditions prevailing among the black peasantry there 
will recognize the authenticity of the statements made in 
the book."2^ The only criticism of the work came from James 
Browning, in a review for the Journal, and even that was 
tempered with praise: "At times it is an argument against 
certain forms of peonage, exploitation and other disadvan¬ 
tages which the dominant element of the population has 
forced upon the less fortunate darker group. However, on 
28H. Trebor, review of The Rural Negro, by Carter G. 
Woodson, in New York Times, 14 September 1930, p. 16. 
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the whole, the book is a dispassionate treatment of a 
neglected subject. 
In response to numerous requests for extra copies of 
his releases, Woodson published The Mis-Education of the 
Negro in 1933, probably his most provocative book.A 
summary of what the author had been saying through recent 
newspaper articles and addresses, the book was based upon 
Woodson's reflections resulting from forty years of parti¬ 
cipating in the education of black, brown, yellow and white 
peoples in both hemispheres, in tropical and temperate re¬ 
gions, and in grades ranging from kindergarten through uni¬ 
versity level. In addition, as a result of his world-wide 
travel, the author had observed modern school systems as 
well as special systems set up by private agencies and 
governments to educate peoples in colonies and dependencies. 
The volume was deemed necessary by Woodson because he 
believed a change in the status of blacks to be impossible 
as long as black minds were to continue to be brought under 
the control of the oppressor through the mechanism of the 
educational system. Above all, Woodson endeavored to show 
that practically everything blacks did was dictated by those 
who oppressed them, and that this system of "racial uplift" 
29james Browning, review of The Rural Negro by Carter G. 
Woodson., in JNH 16 CApril 1931) : 245'. 
7 f) 
Carter G. Woodson, The Mis-Education of the Negro 
(Washington: Associated Publishers, 1933). 
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was ineffective, to say the least. In the preface, the 
author elaborated upon the grave inadequacy of the current 
situation : 
The same educational process which in¬ 
spires and stimulates the oppressor 
with the thought that he is everything 
and has accomplished everything worth¬ 
while, depresses and crushes at the 
same time the spark of genius in the 
Negro by making him feel that his race 
does not amount to much and never will 
measure up to the standards of other 
peoples.31 
Early in the work, Woodson inserted disclaimers to the 
effect that it was not a broadside against any particular 
person or group, nor was the work to be construed as racist 
because it suggested that education for blacks should be 
necessarily different from that for others. Rather, he 
insisted, the book was offered as a corrective for unpro¬ 
ductive methods and based on exercising common sense in 
approaching people through their environment with the ulti¬ 
mate goal of educating a person to think and do for himself. 
Woodson felt that the test which should be applied to any 
method of education is its power to equip people to meet 
the world satisfactorily, both in a material and a spiritual 
sense. The author held that the black man had been misedu- 
cated because he had not been taught to value himself at 
his proper worth nor trained in a way that would develop 
his faculties to serve his special needs. Woodson pointed 
31 Ibid., p. xiii. 
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out that all of the black man's education was an imitation 
of white education and thus he was constantly taught to 
despise his own race and made to feel inferior. In this 
work, the author calls for a radical reorganization in the 
humanities, in vocational education and in professional 
education with the aim of giving attention to those to be 
served rather than to the use that somebody may want to 
make of them. Woodson wanted teachers to revolutionize the 
social order for the good of the community. He wanted the 
curricula in black schools to include the study of black 
history, literature and philosophy, and race relations. Fur¬ 
thermore, Woodson believed that higher education should 
be redefined as preparation "to serve the lowly rather than 
to live as an aristocrat." After calling for a thorough 
study of blacks from within to outline the parameters of 
the problem, Woodson concluded: 
To educate the Negro we must find out 
exactly what his background is, what 
he is today, what his possibilities are, 
and how to begin with him as he is and 
make him a better individual of the 
kind that he is. Instead of cramming 
the Negro's mind with what others have 
shown that they can do, we should 
develop his latent powers that he may 
perform in society a part of which 
others are not capable.32 
Woodson considered The Mis-Education of the Negro to be 
one of his more significant contributions, as evidenced 
32 Ibid. , pp. 149, 144 . 
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by the coverage accorded it in the Journal. A two-page 
announcement of its publication and summary of its content 
appeared there in 1933, followed by reprints of fourteen 
notices and reviews later that same year. One reviewer 
wrote, "We are convinced, in spite of what might be inter¬ 
preted spleen, that he is telling the truth."33 An unnamed 
reviewer for the Congregationalist noted: "This book is 
a challenge and a protest against the white American tradi¬ 
tions and system of education, with all its hypocrisy and 
prejudice, its injustice and inadequacy. It also reminds 
us that the Negro who thinks today is in revolt as he should 
be."34 in a very brief review (not reprinted in the Jour¬ 
nal) appeared the following evaluation: "The author...is in 
a huff about several things and probably gives vent to more 
indignation than is altogether fitting. Nevertheless, this 
is--and we mean it--one of the most sensible and practical 
books about education which has appeared in this country for 
a long while."35 Certainly the ideas expressed in this work 
-^Review of The Mis-Education of the Negro, by Carter G 
Woodson, in Syracuse Fbst-Standard, reprinted in JNH 18 (A- 
pril 1933); TTT, ' ' “ 
34 
Review of The Mis-Education of the Negro, by Carter G 
Woodson, in The Congregational is t', reprinted in JNH 18 (July 
1933); 345. 
35Review of The Mis-Education of the Negro, by Carter G 
Woodson, in Commonweal 18 (12 May 1933): 55. 
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were important and challenging, and many today regard The 
Mis-Education of the Negro as Woodson’s most important 
contribution. 
The Negro Professional Man and the Community, subtitled 
With Special Emphasis on the Physician and the Lawyer, is 
the third and final volume to emerge from the Association's 
effort to portray the social and economic conditions of 
blacks in this country since the Civil War.0^ The volume 
was published in 1934 and has some of the flaws which marred 
the other volumes which resulted from this survey: minimum 
footnoting and the lack of a bibliography or note on sources. 
It is, however, liberally illustrated with 24 tables, figures, 
and diagrams, and the 15-page appendix includes the number 
of blacks in various professions listed by city and state. 
Two questionnaires, one for professionals in urban and 
industrial centers and one for those in rural areas, were 
used and these were followed up with personal interviews. 
In all, the staff made contact with and secured information 
concerning about 25,000 blacks in professional spheres. 
The investigators also studied the communities themselves, 
with special reference to schools and churches since these 
contributed most to the making of the community in which the 
professional was established. 
^Carter G. Woodson, The Negro Professional Man and the 
Community (Washington: Associated Publishers, 1934) . 
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The twenty-three chapters of this work include, besides 
a summary and a lengthy analysis of the medical and legal 
professions, discussion of teachers, nurses, preachers, 
pharmacists, dentists, actors, authors, editors, reporters, 
musicians, social welfare and religious workers, photograph¬ 
ers, engineers, chemists, artists and architects. The work 
is primarily a survey of the black professional classes as 
they function in the community, concerned not with the 
quality of the individual professional, but with the use¬ 
fulness of this individual in the community. It summarizes 
accomplishments and relations with the community by groups. 
The author notes that rapid strides had been made by blacks 
in the professions since 1865, but these groups were still 
very underdeveloped. Excepting the ministry, the professional 
classes were still undermanned for the number of people they 
served. Considering the economic status of blacks as a whole, 
Woodson noted that the current numbers of professionals were 
still possibly more than could be supported. The author also 
noted with approval the persistence of many black profes- 
ionals who undertook what they weren’t usually encouraged to 
pursue, but still concluded that as leaders and pioneers of 
the black community, these professionals were failures. He 
wrote : 
Taken as a whole, the Negro in the pro¬ 
fessions cannot yet be considered suc¬ 
cessful when viewed from the white man's 
point of view. They have failed to 
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impress themselves favorably enough 
upon their own people to secure their 
whole-hearted support, and have done 
very little to make up for this loss 
by drawing upon the patronage of the 
other race. In the meanwhile, more¬ 
over, the white professional classes 
profit without much exception by the 
support they receive from both races. 
The author is, at times, quite severe in his denunciation of 
black professionals. The final sentence in the book reads 
"the larger majority [of the black professional classes] 
have wasted their savings in quest of the fleeting pleasures 
of life." Woodson felt that although black professionals 
may not deserve any more censure than others, their opportu¬ 
nity for higher training should have led them "to think more 
seriously of the status of [their] race, to understand it, 
and to devise some means for solving problems which block 
[the]future pathway to progress."37 
The Negro Professional Man and the Community was well- 
received. Writing for the Journal, A. H. Gordon noted that 
because the book contains not only the results, but the 
instruments used to collect the information, the reader is 
in a position to evaluate the facts on the basis of the 
methods by which they were obtained. He noted that the work 
was therefore valuable "not only because it is the only 
scientific treatment on the Negro professional but because 
37Ibid., pp. 331, 333, 320. 
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it is one of the few treatments on the Negro set forth in 
this definitive form."38 
An unnamed reviewer for the New York Times also praised 
the method and results of this study: 
The data presented in the book have been 
collected in so scientific a spirit and 
with so serious a purpose and their 
study and discussion are carried on by 
Mr. Woodson so fairmindedly for the pur¬ 
pose of justly evaluating the situation 
that the work makes a valuable socio¬ 
logical contribution to knowledge of the 
present status of the Negro in the United 
States.39 
In 1935, Woodson published The Story of the Negro Retold 
a condensed version of The Negro in Our History for high 
school students.40 The WOrk is specifically designed for 
one semester’s work and it is recommended that students have 
at least one year of American history for a background upon 
which to base this study. Well-illustrated, the volume con¬ 
sists of twelve chapters, which are further subdivided. 
Following each chapter is a series of projects and problem 
questions designed to provoke further thought and discussion. 
This work also contains a three-fold bibliography--the 
7 O 
J A, H, Gordon, review of The Negro Professional Man and 
the Community, by Carter G.. Woodson, in JNH 2 0 (October 193 5) 
wr 
3 9 Review of The Negro Professional Man and the Community 
by Carter G, Woodson, in New York Times, Z5 March 1934, p. TZ 
40carter G. Woodson, The Story of the Negro Retold (Wash 
ington: Associated Publishers, 1935). 2 
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traditional one enumerating source materials, one for 
students, and one for instructors. In addition, there is 
an extensive appendix which contains important documents 
ranging from the Declaration of Independence through the 
Emancipation Proclamation to Booker T. Washington's Atlanta 
Exposition Address. 
The Story of the Negro Retold was immediately dubbed a 
useful and much-needed work. Cyril Clemens noted that "In 
the course of this well-written, stimulating and well-docu¬ 
mented history, one learns many things a well-versed American 
should know."41 E. Delores Preston, Jr. claimed that Woodson 
did not properly treat the underground railroad, the aboli¬ 
tion weapon of material in the mails, and the role of the 
Union League of America. But Preston felt that, as a whole, 
The Story of the Negro Retold was challenging and significant 
He concluded: 
The work is an objective treatment of 
the history, achievements, handicaps 
and defects of a people unsung and un¬ 
heralded and proves beyond doubt that 
the Negro has made his contributions 
in the economic development of the 
country, in poetry and in developing 
in the United States the most popular 
music of the modern era. The author 
also has coordinated the history of 
the race with that of other races and 
has shown the inter-dependence of races 
one upon the other, regardless of 
43-Cyril Clemens, review of The Story of the Negro Retold 
by Carter G. Woodson, in Commonweal 24 (22 May 1936) : 111. 
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color.^ 
The year 1936 saw the publication of Woodson's The 
African Background Outlined or Handbook for the Study of 
the Negro.43 According to the author's preface, his aim 
was "to facilitate the effort to create a general interest 
in the study of the Negro." Woodson further elaborated 
upon his purpose in preparing this work: 
Hitherto most Europeans and practically 
all Americans have regarded the Negro 
merely as an undesirable--an undeveloped 
person constituting a problem in not 
being able to keep pace with others. 
The facts herein presented will show 
that the Negro has achieved much in 
various spheres, and to know the possi¬ 
bilities of the race a scientific ap¬ 
praisal of its past is necessary. The 
author considers the Negro as human-- 
responding very much as others do to 
the same stimuli, advancing when free 
to go forward and lagging behind when 
hindered by obstacles not encountered 
by others.44 
The book contains thirteen maps of Africa, a fifteen-page 
index and three and one-half pages of "Important Events 
and Dates of Negro History." 
Part I of this work carries the story of Africans from 
the preliterate period up to the time of publication. This 
42E. Delores Preston, Jr,, review of The Story of the Ne¬ 
gro Retold, by Carter G, Woodson, in JNH 21 (January 1936): 78. 
^Carter G. Woodson, The African Background Outlined 
(Washington; Associated Publishers, 1936)7 
^Ibid. , p. v. 
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section also includes three evaluative chapters on culture, 
religion and art, and African survivals in America. Woodson 
leaned heavily on European winters for this portion of the 
work, as revealed in the chapter on sources. This work 
represents the results of three summers of intensive re¬ 
search in European libraries and book stores, in addition 
to conversations with distinguished European experts on 
Africa. 
Part II of this volume uses other of Woodson's works as 
take-off points. The chapter entitled "The Negro in America" 
brings The Negro in Our History up to date and "The Educa¬ 
tion of the Negro" takes as its point of departure Woodson's 
treatment of this subject prior to 1861. The chapter on 
religion, "The Religious Development of the Negro," supple¬ 
ments his History of the Negro Church and the chapters 
devoted to black preachers in The Negro Professional Man and 
the Community. In addition, Part II provides a summary of 
the treatment of blacks by black and white writers ("The 
Negro and American Literature"), a summary of blacks as por¬ 
trayed in European literature ("The Negro in the European 
Mind"), and a sensitive, artistic appreciation of blacks in 
art ("The Negro in Art"). 
Buell Gallagher, then President of Talladega College, 
criticized this work for its repetitiousness and conglomerate 
appearance. However, he described these faults as probably 
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due to the work's "hybrid character; for the book is neither 
a sourcebook nor a syllabus nor a text--it is an attempt to 
combine all of these features in a single volume, a handbook 
to guide the serious student."4$ Rayford Logan praised the 
singular importance of The African Background Outlined thus: 
Any library that can purchase only one 
book on the Negro should have this work 
on its shelves. The narrative is help¬ 
ful for both teacher and student. The 
syllabus and bibliography will save much 
time for the specialist. In no other of 
Dr. Woodson's books has he so happily 
combined his encyclopedic knowledge of 
the Negro with the best methodology based 
upon his own experience as a teacher of 
Negro youth.46 
The next of Woodson's books, African Heroes and Heroines 
was published in 1939 and is similar to The African Back¬ 
ground Outlined, though simplified and different in orienta¬ 
tion and style.47 Intended primarily for junior and senior 
high school students, the work presented the possibilities 
of telling history through a biographical treatment of 
important persons. It contains a brief but informative 
survey of the geography of the African continent, her peoples 
4^Buell Gallagher, review of The African Background Out- 
lined, by Carter G. Woodson, in Christian Century 53 (10 June 
1936); 842, 
4^Rayford W. Logan, review of The African Background Out 
lined, by Carter G. Woodson, in JNH 21 (July 1936) : 324. 
d 7 Carter G, Woodson, African Heroes and Heroines (Wash¬ 
ington: Associated Publishers/ 1939)'. 
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and the great African states. 
By selecting certain phases and periods of the history 
of various parts of the continent, and by a partly bio¬ 
graphical treatment of African leaders, Woodson was able to 
provide the reader with insight into the nature of the mili¬ 
tant resistance of the African peoples to both Arabic and 
European invaders. Nor does he fail to show how intra- 
tribal warfare and dynastic struggles weakened that resis¬ 
tance and unity and so enabled invaders to divide, conquer 
and control. 
Williston H. Lofton praised African Heroes and Heroines 
for filling "a long empty vacuum in our knowledge of certain 
phases of the history of Africa."48 An unnamed reviewer 
writing for the Boston Transcript criticized the volume for 
its "strong note of militant vindication that rather mars the 
strictly expository portions of the book," but admitted that 
it filled a gap in the general fund of information.49 On the 
whole, the work, like most of Woodson's writings, was very 
well received. 
48wi.lliston H. Lofton, review of African Heroes and Hero 
ines, by Carter G. Woodson, in JNH 24 (October 1939): 477. 
^Review of African Heroes and Heroines, by Carter G. 
Woodson, in Boston Transcript, 22 July 1939, p. 3. 
Chapter 4 
EDITED WORKS, PAMPHLETS, ARTICLES AND 
SELECTED BOOK REVIEWS 
Dr. Woodson edited five books and a four-volume series 
before his death in 1950. These will be considered chrono¬ 
logically by date of publication. 
With his edited works, Woodson demonstrated that the. 
record of the thoughts and aspirations of blacks had to be 
considered by any student of United States intellectual 
history. He showed how the records of the federal govern¬ 
ment constituted a valuable source of information in the 
reconstruction of black history. Woodson's work in editing 
the information found in such sources stimulated other 
scholars and suggested some useful approaches. 
The first two studies, Free Negro Owners of Slaves in 
the United States in 1850, Together with Absentee Ownership 
of Slaves in the Unites States in 183Q-1- and Free Negro Heads 
of Families in the United States in 1850, Together with a 
Brief Treatment of the Free Negro,^ were made possible by 
■^Carter G. Woodson, ed., Free Negro Owners of Slaves 
in the United States in 1850, Together with' Absentee Owner¬ 
ship of Slaves in the United States in 1850 (Washington: 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, 1924). 
^Carter G. Woodson, ed., Free Negro Heads of Families 
in the United States in 1830, Together with a Brief Treatment 
of the Free Negro (Washington: Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History, 1925) . 
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a grant from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial in 1921. 
A sum of $25,000 was appropriated by this agency for the 
study of "the free Negro prior to the Civil War, and the 
Negro in the Reconstruction of the Southern States."3 
Largely statistical compilations of census data, both volumes 
were intended to facilitate the further study of free blacks 
during the slavery era. The year 1830 was chosen because 
at that time free blacks "had about reached their highest 
mark as a distinct class." Furthermore, wrote the editor, 
the findings are concerned with a period 
early enough to guide one in the study 
of the Negro in the patriarchal slavery 
period and late enough to give an index 
to the situation during the following 
century when the institution becoming a 
mere system of exploitation tended to 
debase also the free Negro.^ 
Although Free Negro Owners of Slaves was published be¬ 
fore Free Negro Heads of Families, it developed as a by¬ 
product of the latter study. In compiling the statistics for 
Free Negro Heads of Families, the investigators found many 
instances of blacks owning slaves and of absentee ownership 
and so decided to give these phenomena separate treatment. 
The author points out that the majority of blacks who engaged 
in slaveholding did so for reasons philanthropical in nature. 
^Woodson, "Ten Years," p. 603. 
^Woodson, Free Negro Heads, p. iii. 
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In addition, he has noted that the extent to which absentee 
ownership prevailed serves as an index to the social contact 
of master and slave classes. He makes a strong case for the 
exploitative, as opposed to the patriarchal, nature of 
slavery during this period. Free Negro Owners of Slaves con¬ 
tains forty-two pages of listings of free black slaveholders 
and thirty-three pages of listings of absentee owners. The 
documents listing "Free Negro Owners of Slaves''^ and "Absen¬ 
tee Ownership of Slaves"^ were also published in the Journal. 
The 192 pages of listings in Free Negro Heads of Fami¬ 
lies are accompanied by a fifty-seven page introduction. 
This brief account is concerned with the half million or so 
blacks who were free prior to emancipation. The origin of 
the free black population is discussed along with the in¬ 
crease of numbers in this class. Also included are discus¬ 
sions of the position of free blacks before the law, their 
economic achievements, and social and other distinctions 
between free blacks, slaves, and the white population. 
Negro Orators and Their Orations was Woodson's next con- 
tribution in this category.7 The work contains seventy-three 
of the most important speeches delivered by blacks in the 
•’"Free Negro Owners of Slaves," JNH 9 (January 1924): 34. 
^"Free Negro Heads of Families," JNH 9 (April 1924): 196. 
^Carter G. Woodson, ed., Negro Orators and Their Orations 
(Washington: Associated Publishers, 1925). 
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United States. Each oration is preceded by a brief bio¬ 
graphical sketch of the speaker and a delineation of the 
circumstances under which the speech was delivered. Woodson 
grouped the discourses according to kind and they follow a 
general chronological order. How the speeches connected 
to other expressions of thought may be studied further by 
using the footnotes which appear from page to page. 
The work was originally to be compiled by another person 
who had so many other duties that he was forced to abondon 
the task. The unused outline called for a smaller number 
of orations showing literary attainment. Woodson changed 
the plan to include practically all of the important speeches 
of blacks in print. The introduction to the volume considers 
the role and importance of orators and oratory, and traces 
the development of public attitude towards the orator. Wood- 
son concluded that black orators were not particularly 
different from the speakers of other groups, excepting that 
in most cases their education was not so extensive. There¬ 
fore, these speakers should not be judged on style, but 
O 
rather on the effect they produced in their listeners. 
The volume constitutes not only a study of blacks in 
their use of the modern idiom, but also an unbroken devel¬ 
opment of black thought as presented by representative spokes¬ 
men. The discourses, giving as they do an inside view of 
^Ibid., foreword. 
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forces at work among blacks and their various responses to 
those forces, are of immense value to scholars and of inter¬ 
est to the general reader as well. It is interesting to 
note that the volume contains three speeches by Booker T. 
Washington and none by W.E.B. Du Bois. 
An unnamed reviewer for the Saturday Review of Litera¬ 
ture noted that the "outstanding impression of the book is 
its surprising revelation of the active and sustained char¬ 
acter of leadership from within the Negro group during 
periods of which even the average well-informed person has 
no knowledge of any such activity."® 
The Mind of the Negro as Reflected in Letters Written 
During the Crisis, 1800-1860 is another volume made possible 
by the grant from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial to 
study free blacks prior to the Civil War.1® This book is 
a collection of letters which had already appeared serially 
in the Journal. In the foreword, Dr. Woodson noted that it 
was decided to reproduce the letters "in this convenient 
form to facilitate research."11 The book is a companion 
volume to Negro Orators and Their Orations. 
^Review of Negro Orators and Their Orations, by Carter 
G. Woodson, ed., in Saturday Review of Literature, 9 January 
1926, p. 484. ~  
1^Carter G. Woodson, ed., The Mind of the Negro as Re¬ 
flected in Letters Written During the Crisis, 1800-186ÏÏ 
(Washington: Associated Publishers, 1926) . 
1^Ibid., foreword. 
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The Mind of the Negro is subdivided into four sections 
with the first containing sixty-four letters written to the 
American Colonization Society regarding the project of emi¬ 
gration to Liberia. In the introduction to this section, 
the editor stated that the letters were chosen because of 
the information they contained about the social and economic 
conditions of free blacks. He continued: "These communica¬ 
tions, then, constitute a valuable source for determining 
what this group was thinking, feeling, attempting and accom¬ 
plishing at that time." It is for the same reasons that the 
sixty-three letters in the second section, those to anti-sla¬ 
very workers and agencies, were chosen. Of further signif¬ 
icance is the fact that many of these letters were written 
by free blacks who were important editors and orators, but 
who failed to keep complete files of their work. The third 
section of the book is entitled "Letters Largely Personal or 
Private" and containes 106 entries. Most of the writers of 
these, "especially the fugitives, belonged to the lower 
walks of life."1^ The content of most of this correspondence 
is not concerned with issues in the abstract sense, but 
rather describe the circumstances surrounding the lives of 
the writers. The concluding sections to this volume contains 
fifteen miscellaneous letters. 
12 Ibid., pp. 1, 511. 
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The thirty-two page introduction to the volume contains 
the important letters of Jupiter Hammon, Phyllis Wheatley, 
and Benjamin Banneker. Included is the famous "Program for 
the Peace of the World," originally attributed to Banneker 
but which Woodson later determined was authored by Benjamin 
Rush.These letters ante-date the collection, but "as these 
three persons were the most distinguished Negroes prior to 
1800, it was considered advisable at the last moment to give 
some mention also as to what they were thinking at this time."14 
This volume constitutes a wealth of information for 
students of the free black, the anti-slavery movement, and 
the colonization movement. One reviewer stated that "as a 
whole the selection presents such an insight into the men¬ 
tality and temperament of the Negro during the period of 
slavery as can hardly be found anywhere else."13 
African Myths, Together with Proverbs is subtitled A 
Supplementary Reader Composed of Folk Tales from Various 
Parts of Africa, Adapted to the Use of Children in the Public 
Schools.16 The book contains thirty-nine myths and eighty 
l^Charles H. Wesley, "Woodson As a Scholar," pp. 16-17. 
l^Woodson, Mind of the Negro, foreword. 
l^Review of The Mind of'the Negro as Reflected in Letters 
Written During the Crisis, 1800-1860, by Carter G. Woodson, ed., 
in New' York Times Book' Review, 24 October 1926, p. 26. 
l^Carter G. Woodson, ed., African Myths, Together with 
Proverbs (Washington: Associated Publishers, 1928). 
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proverbs. The second edition also contained a glossary to 
facilitate pronunciation of African names. This book has 
passed through several printings and has sold extensively. 
In the preface, Woodson explained what folk tales are 
and why they are studied. He also described the role of 
the story-teller in Africa, how a story is told, and the 
importance of folk tales and legends in African cultures. 
The editor noted that Mif the wealth of beautiful African 
legends is indicative of the early civilization of that 
continent the natives must have reached a high level of 
culture."17 
Woodson served as literary executor for Dr. Francis 
J. Grimke, minister of the famous Fifteenth Street Presby¬ 
terian Church in Washington, D.C. He published an edited 
version of Grimke's papers entitled The Works of Francis 
James Grimke, in four volumes, each with an index.^ 
"Addresses," the first volume, consists of obituaries and 
biographical tributes to notable persons in addition to a 
miscellaneous series of addresses on citizenship, character, 
evangelism and patriotism. Also included in this volume are 
some special addresses including the one on the NAACP, which 
l7ibid. , p. ix. 
18 
Carter G. Woodson, ed., The Works of Francis James 
Grimke, 4 vols, (Washington: Associated Publishers, 1942). 
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Grimke helped to found, and a brief indictement of Lincoln 
University for refusing to admit blacks to the faculty and 
board of trustees. In these addresses, Grimke relied upon 
a knowledge of secular as well as sacred history which makes 
this volume an important source of information for social 
historians. 
The second volume, "Sermons," includes selections based 
upon Dr. Grimke's opinions regarding the training of chil¬ 
dren, the holiness of matrimony, the proper role of women, 
temperance as a broad ideal as well as refusal of strong 
drink, and similar themes. This volume illustrates Dr. 
Grimke's belief in the Christian ministry as the paramount 
medium for social and spiritual education. "Thoughts and 
Meditations," the third volume, is devoted to Grimke's 
philosophical musings arranged in diary form. These reveal 
much about the minister's outlook on life. The final volume, 
entitled "Letters," consists of selections from Grimke's 
voluminous correspondence. These provide a valuable source 
of historical data on aspects of racial and other issues 
prominent during his ministry, which embraced the period 
1875-1935. For example, the famous meeting of black leaders 
in New York in 1904, called by Booker T. Washington, and 
the rise of opposition to his strangel-hold are here revealed 
for the first time in Dr. Du Bois' confidential memorandum 
analyzing the majority of the delegates. Dr. Grimke was a 
71 
delegate and supporter of the minority of dissenters whose 
position he lived to see vindicated. 
Dr. Woodson contributed the introductions to the first 
and third volumes. These constitute a biographical sketch 
and general evaluation of Dr. Grimke's life and work. In a 
review of this series, William M. Brewer wrote that "a debt 
of gratitude is due the editor...for the brilliant and scho¬ 
larly conduct of his commission. These volumes will be a 
durable and highly deserved monument to the memory and a- 
chievements of Francis James Grimke." Brewer, who was later 
to become editor of the Journal, also noted that the letters 
in the last volume are "like a voice crying in the wilderness 
of ignorance, laziness, and corruption for scholarship, in¬ 
dustry, and spiritual devotion to high ideals and living," 
a phrase which seems equally applicable to Woodson's work.-*-9 
Woodson developed two studies which were published as 
pamphlets first and later in bound form. These are The Negro 
as a Businessman (which he co-authored with two other scho¬ 
lars), 20 and Early Negro Education in West Virginia 21 
-^william M. Brewer, review of The Works of Francis 
James Grimke, by Carter G. Woodson, ed., in JNH 27 (October 
1942): 460  
^®J, H. Harmon, Jr., Arnett G. Lindsay, and Carter G. 
Woodson, The Negro as a Businessman (Washington; Association 
for the Study of Negro Lite and History, 1929). 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Early Negro Education in West Vir¬ 
ginia," West Virginia Collegiate Institute Bulletin, Series 6, 
Number 3^ 1922. 
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Fifty Years of Negro Citizenship as Qualified by the United 
States Supreme Court appeared as a pamphlet in 1921 and 
though it was reprinted in the Journal,^ it was never re¬ 
leased as a hardback volume. 
The Negro as a Businessman was produced because the 
Association decided in 1925 to conduct a survey of blacks 
in business. Before funds were secured for this venture, 
however, the Institute for Research in Social Science of 
the University of North Carolina and the National Negro 
Business League each began independent surveys. Thus the 
Association decided to utilize its funds for the compilation 
of other economic studies of blacks since the Civil War. 
Since much information bearing upon blacks in business was 
obtained in the collection of that other data, it was decided 
to publish these findings in pamphlet form. The value of 
the study is summarized by Woodson in the preface. He noted 
that this treatise was 
...restricted to the Negro in indepen- 
pendent business without going far into 
its ramifications. From the account of 
the Negro as a local business man, the 
efforts at banking, and the development 
of insurance in the group, however, one 
may obtain a fair estimate of the whole 
situation as it now stands.23 
2 2 Carter G. Woodson, "Fifty Years of Negro Citizenship 
as Qualified by the United States Supreme Court," JNH 6 
(January 1921): 1. 
2 5 Harmon et_ ad. , Negro Businessman, p. v. 
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In addition to the preface, Woodson also contributed the 
chapter dealing with the development of insurance business 
among blacks. He divided this into four periods: secret 
societies, mutual associations, industrial insurance com¬ 
panies, and Old Line Legal Reserve insurance. In tracing 
the history of specific societies and companies, the author 
included the Grand United Order of True Reformers, North 
Carolina Mutual, and the National Benefit Life Insurance 
Company. An incomplete listing of companies operating at 
the time of writing, and states in which they were licensed, 
is also included. 
Inasmuch as insurance companies had been more prosper¬ 
ous that any other enterprises among blacks, they merited 
this extensive treatment. J. H. Harmon, Jr. contributed 
the chapter on blacks as local businessmen and Arnett G. 
Lindsay authored the one concerned with banking. All three 
chapters were also published in the Journal.^ 
When he was a professor at the West Virginia Collegiate 
Institute, Woodson authored"Early Negro Education in West 
Virginia." It was issued as a number of the West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute Bulletin, a quarterly publication, and 
n A 
J. H. Harmon, Jr., "The Negro as a Local Business 
Man," JNH 14 (April 1929): 116; Arnett G. Lindsay, "The 
Negro in Banking," JNH 14 (April 1929): 156; and Carter G. 
Woodson, "Insurance Business Among Negroes," JNH 14 (April 
1929): 220. 
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2 5 was also published in the Journal. Research for this 
publication was directed by Woodson who had nine collabora¬ 
tors. The eight charts at the close of the book were com¬ 
piled by Professor J. S. Price, also of the West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute. 
The facts were obtained by sending out a fifteen item 
questionnaire which was followed up by personal interviews 
and the checking of state records and books. The ’’living 
pioneers” were invited to address a meeting celebrating 
Founder’s Day at the school, and in this manner, many facts 
emerged which did not surface during the interviews. 
Woodson divided the early education of blacks in West 
Virginia into three periods. During the pre-war period, 
sympathetic whites were involved in this activity. During 
the Reconstruction era, Union soldiers, those sent by the 
Freedmen's Bureau and other "missionaries" conducted the 
instruction of black students. Because of this foundation, 
blacks were then able to help themselves and assume respon¬ 
sibility for the education of their fellows. The development 
of higher education for blacks in this state is considered 
along with the origins and growth of the West Virginia 
Teacher's Association, The author also discusses the various 
laws governing the segregation of black pupils and the 
-25carter G. Woodson, "Early Negro Education in West 
Virginia,"’ JNH 7 (January 1922): 23. 
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provisions for their education at public expense. 
Fifty Years of Negro Citizenship as Qualified by the 
United States Supreme Court was first published in the 
Journal. In 1924, Woodson issued this lengthy article in 
2 ^ 
pamphlet form. In this study of the constitutional his¬ 
tory of the United States as it had affected blacks, the 
author begins with the assertion that "the citizenship of 
the Negro in this country is a fiction." He continued: 
The Constitution of the United States 
guarantees to him [the Negro] every 
right vouchsafed to any individual by 
the most liberal democracy on the face 
of the earth, but despite the unusual 
powers of the Federal Government this 
agent of the body politic has studiously 
evaded the duty of safeguarding the 
rights of the Negro.26 
Woodson discussed the historical background of the 
Court's position, with special emphasis on the Fugitive 
Slave Acts, the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments, and 
the Civil Rights Act of 1875. He charged the court with 
attempting to legislate rather than interpret the laws by 
evading the intentions of the framers of the Constitution. 
Citing violations of its own principles, the author accused 
the Supreme Court of inexcusable inconsistency and with 
having developed the doctrine of the right of a state to 
2^Carter G, Woodson, Fifty Years of Negro Citizenship 
as Qualified by the United States Supreme Court (Washington 
Associated Publishers , 1924) . 
27woodson, "Negro Citizenship Qualified," p. 1. 
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deprive blacks of citizenship. He also delineated the var¬ 
ious areas in which the citizenship rights of blacks were 
curtailed. 
In this study, Woodson took special note of the fact 
that the Court had refused to squarely face and resolve the 
issue of the constitutional rights of blacks. He enumerated 
the various methods employed by the Supreme Court in the ac¬ 
complishment of this end and noted that that branch of govern¬ 
ment had been especially inconsistent in the matter of juris¬ 
diction. An impassioned though relatively objective discourse, 
this is one of the author's most eloquent works, as evidenced 
by the concluding statement: 
The fair-minded man, the patriot of 
foresight, observes, therefore, with 
a feeling of disappointment this pros¬ 
titution of an important department of 
the Federal Government to the use of 
reactionary forces in the United States 
endeavoring to whittle away the essen¬ 
tials of the Constitution.28 
During his lifetime, Woodson contributed nine articles 
to the Journal, in addition to those discussed above. These 
will be considered in chronological order and followed by a 
discussion of articles published in other periodicals. 
The first article in the first issue of the Journal was 
a contribution of Woodson's entitled "The Negroes of 
28 Ibid., p. 53 . 
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Cincinnati Prior to the Civil War."^ The study of this 
particular group, according to the author, is especially 
important because it "provides striking evidence that the 
colored people generally thrive when encouraged by their 
white neighbors."30 Thus once again it appears that Wood- 
son was suggesting that it was to the advantage of whites 
to end discrimination. He was probably also appealing for 
much-needed white financial support for this new publica¬ 
tion as well as for the Association. 
Woodson divided the history of blacks in Cincinnati 
before the Civil War into three periods. He characterizes 
the first era as one of toleration extending from 1800 to 
1826. A period of persecution followed this and lasted 
until 1841. The third period extended from 1841 to 1861 and 
is termed one of "amelioration." The author chronicled how 
this group of blacks experienced unusual progress despite 
adversity and therefore were able to amass some money which 
afforded them the opportunities of self-help: they were 
able to acquire property and to establish and maintain 
schools and religious bodies. Dr. Woodson delineated the 
factors responsible for these successes, including the rise 
of the black mechanic resulting from the development of the 
^Carter G, Woodson, "The Negroes of Cincinnati Prior 
to the Civil War," JNH 1 (\January 1916): 1. 
•^Ibid. , p . 21. 
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steamboat as a major factor in transportation. Careful men¬ 
tion is also made of the forces opposing such progress, in¬ 
cluding social ostracism, legal proscroption, and open 
persecution. In addition, this article fully discusses the 
1829 riot, after which between 1000 and 1200 blacks left and 
established the Wilberforce settlement in Canada; the 1836 
riot, in which the press of James G. Birney's Philanthropist 
(amongst other property) was destroyed; and the 1841 riot 
which was the longest and worst of the three. 
Woodson's next article to appear in the Journal was en- 
T 1 
titled "Freedom and Slavery in Appalachian America."J In 
this, the author distinguished between aristocrats living 
in the tidewater area and mountaineers in the more western 
regions. The aristocrats generally understood democracy to 
mean rule by the few in a caste system whereas the inhabi¬ 
tants of the inland area were more prejudiced against the 
slaveholder than against the slave and hated the institution 
of chattel slavery. Woodson maintained that these frontiers¬ 
men were "inclined to advance with quick pose toward revo¬ 
lution," and upon finding adequate leadership, they"institu- 
ted such a movement in behalf of freedom that it resulted 
in the Revolutionary War."32 He also noted how these 
J Carter G. Woodson, "Freedom and Slavery in Appalachian 
America," JNH 1 (April 1916): 132. 
32ibid. , p , 138. 
79 
mountaineers associated their demands for liberty with 
abolitionist ideas and favored maintenance of the Union 
when the Civil War came about. Thus West Virginia seceded 
from Virginia when the latter seceded from the Union, 
"Anthony Benezet" was the next of Woodson's works to 
appear in serial form.33 Included in this piece is a dis¬ 
cussion of Benezet's writings and anti-slavery activities. 
Woodson stated that Benezet was primarily interested in 
suppression of the slave trade and sought to attach others 
of similar notion abroad to his cause. Not an ardent 
abolitionist, Benezet wanted gradual emancipation and colo¬ 
nization on western lands. In addition, Benezet was more 
than a theorist and a pamphleteer, he translated his beliefs 
into actions. Also delineated in this article are three 
stages through which Quakers passed as regards their policy 
on slavery. The first stage consisted of preventing their 
own from participating in the institution. Secondly, Quakers 
came out in favor of abolition of the slave trade. Improve¬ 
ment of the conditions of slaves as preparation for emanci¬ 
pation was the third stage, 
"The Beginnings of the Miscegenation of the Whites and 
Blacks" focuses on race admixture with the English in 
^^Carter G. Woodson, "Anthony Benezet," JNH 2 (January 
1917): 37. 
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the United States.34 Woodson discussed the extent and sig¬ 
nificance of this practice and also paid particular atten¬ 
tion to the laws which were passed to prevent miscegenation. 
He asserted that these laws eventually had their desired 
effect: not to prevent miscegenation, but to leave black 
women unprotected and to keep black men and white women 
apart. The author also discussed the status of the children 
of racially mixed heritage and noted how the laws were also 
intended to debase this group: "thereafter mulatto children 
constituted a separate class and were finally classified 
with all others of African blood. 
"The Relations of Negroes and Indians in Massachusetts" 
is concerned with the contact resulting in the interbreeding 
of Indians and blacks during colonial times.36 jn this 
article, Woodson noted how some slaves took refuge among the 
native Americans. He also showed how, even after Massachu¬ 
setts freed the slaves within her boundaries, the social pro¬ 
scription still perpetrated by whites was so demoralizing 
that "some free people of color preferred the hard life among 
the Indians to the whiffs and scorns of race prejudice in the 
^Carter G.’Woodson, "The Beginnings of the Miscegena¬ 
tion of the Whites and the Blacks, JNH 3 (October 1918); 335. 
35Ibid. , p. 344.. 
•^Carter G. Woodson, "The Relations of Negroes and In¬ 
dians in Massachusetts,1' JNH 5 (January 1920); 45. 
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seats of Christian civilization."37 
The next of Woodson's articles to appear in the Journal 
was entitled "The Negro Washerwoman, a Vanishing Figure."38 
It is a laudatory account of the positive attitudes and ac¬ 
complishments of black washerwomen. Woodson asserted that 
until 1900 or 1910, there was little change in their eco¬ 
nomic role as it had evolved in slavery, but with the popu¬ 
larization of steam laundering, black washerwomen began 
diappearing. The author took especial note of the fact 
that the "extra" money earned by black laundresses was 
always put to good use, i.e., education for children and 
professionals, purchases of land and housing, or for churches 
and other organizations aimed at uplifting black people, 
not to mention when it supported a family in the absence of 
the father or when he was unable to secure steady employment. 
"They believed in the possibilities of their own group and 
willingly cooperated with anyone who had a high sounding 
program," asserted the author. Further, "they were not the 
ignorant and the gullible, but the true and tried co¬ 
workers in the rehabilitation of the race along economic 
lines." In fact, Woodson felt that this vanishing figure 
was worthy of everyone’s veneration because: 
Ibid. , p. 56. 
•^Carter G. Woodson, "The Negro Washerwoman, A Vanishing 
Figure," JNH 15 (July 1930): 269. 
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...she gave her life as a sacrifice for 
others...her life without exception was 
one of unrelenting toil for those whom 
she loved. In the history of no other 
people has her example been paralleled, 
in no other figure in the Negro group 
can be found a type measuring up to the 
level of this philanthropic spirit in 
unselfish service.39- 
The lengthy article (58 pages) entitled "Some Attitudes 
in English Literature" is actually a survey of English atti¬ 
tudes towards blacks as reflected in their literature.40 
Beginning with the 1750's, when blacks became an article of 
commerce in London and their increasing numbers heralded 
their appearance in writings of the times, Woodson divided 
works into legends, drama, poetry and prose. In Arthurian 
legends and other medieval romances, blacks conformed to the 
general portraits of knights, i.e., as all but perfect spec¬ 
imens of humanity exhibiting the ideals of chivalry, or as 
pagans in conflict with Christianity. The author noted how 
later writers working from these sources either eliminated 
or white-washed black characters as required by prejudice 
arising from the slave trade and slaveholding, by which 
England was then growing rich. 
The section on drama focuses on Shakespeare's Othello. 
Woodson claimed that Shakespeare, "in thus projecting a man 
:mIbid., pp. 277 , 270. 
^Carter G., Woodson, "Some Attitudes in English Litera¬ 
ture," JNH 20 (January 1935): 27. 
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in black upon the screen showed that he believed in equality 
not only of the blacks, but of all men” and supports this 
view with quotes from other plays by that dramat 1st. 41 
Operas and other plays with black characters including 
Oroonko (Thomas Southerne's tragedy based on Aphra Behn's 
realistic novel, The History of Oroonoko or the Royal Slave) 
are also surveyed in this section of the article. 
In the section devoted to poetry, Woodson claimed that 
in occasionally dwelling upon the theme of liberty as it 
applied to blacks but was representative of all people de¬ 
serving freedom, poets helped to establish the right of 
freedom of speech which was later used to great effect by 
British reformers, and this at a time when the theory of 
absolutism was being developed in Europe. Poets liberally 
quoted in this section include Milton, Dryden, Pope, Shelley, 
Byron, Wordsworth and the Brownings. 
The section examining prose is the longest (about 28 
pages) but it lacks an overall summation. By excluding what 
he termed "styleless propaganda productions," Woodson was 
able to assert that prose concerning blacks rarely appeared 
prior to the nineteenth century. In this section, the author 
provided plot summaries of various works, included direct 
quotes, and paid particular attention to black characters. 
He delineated the attitudes presented in each work and how 
41lbid. , p. 40. 
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these may have worsened or lessened race prejudice by con¬ 
sidering how widely the works were read, further noting 
that many works served the end of propaganda despite them¬ 
selves , 
Another lengthy article (53 pages), entitled "Attitudes 
of the Iberian Peninsula," was Woodson's next contribution 
to the Journal.5 In the beginning of this piece, Woodson 
lashed out at those historians who contrive to falsify our 
view of the past. He claimed that the European victors work 
out a new philosophy of history each time they succeed in an 
international conflict. Specifically, the author is anxious 
to discount the view that Latin races are decadent. Perhaps 
it was with a touch of bitterness that he wrote: 
It is evident, too, that Europeans are 
anxious to play up the superiority of the 
Nordics, and where they find the Latins 
manifesting a little evidence of progress 
they eventually "discover" among such "ex¬ 
ceptions" some infusion of Teutonic blood. 
They would discount also the contributions 
of the Orientals who lifted Europe out of 
savagery. And so distasteful is the thought 
of being influenced by or racially mixed 
with the North African that each pseudo¬ 
historian feels it his duty to minimize 
further the traces of African influences 
in Europe so that in the course of time 
it may pass from the memory of the coming 
generations in keeping with the policy of 
making history to order. 
42carter G. Woodson, "Attitudes of the Iberian Penin¬ 
sula," JNH 20 (April 1935); 190. 
43Ibid., p. 194. 
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Woodson claimed that there is much evidence of African 
influence in Spain. The role and position of Spain, in¬ 
cluding problems with the church and their resolution, are 
fully outlined, especially as regards how economics played 
a dominant role over "humane" considerations. The history 
of the Portuguese penetration of Africa and the trade which 
ensued is also delineated. The decline of major African 
kingdoms, and how Portugal and Spain exploited this, is 
fully considered. The writings of Bartolomé de las Casas, 
who exposed Spanish attrocities against the Indians in the 
New World and suggested the use of Africans in their place, 
and the impact of his ideas, are also described. 
In considering the attitudes of Latins towards Blacks, 
Woodson made a distinction between the color prejudice of 
Nordics and the caste prejudice of Latins. Thus, in Latin 
America, blacks could work their way to the highest level 
of the social structure by industry, thrift, and mental 
ability; a situation not obtaining in North America. He 
documented this claim, and the social leveling resulting 
from the consequent miscegenation, by citing not only exam¬ 
ples of specific individuals but also the fact that so 
many revolts occurred in South America. The larger freedom 
accorded blacks in Latin areas accounts for these ambitious 
undertakings, 
Next, the author turned to the literature of the Iberian 
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Peninsula in an effort to further describe Latin attitudes 
toward blacks. He noted that several important writers, 
among them Cervantes and Calderon, created black characters 
in thier works. In modern Spanish writings, however, re¬ 
ferences to blacks appear less frequently and tend to 
classify the race an unequal to the European. Thus Woodson 
concluded that in spite of itself, it is almost impossible 
for literature to be other than racially biased. This 
article then briefly considered black figures in paintings 
by Latins and also black artsits, especially Sebastian 
Gomez, servant and later understudy and equal of Murillo. 
"Notes on the Bakongo" is a compilation of facts con¬ 
cerning people known by that name and erroneously considered 
the tribes of the Congo region by some historians.^ 
Actually, these people vary greatly in appearance and customs 
and cannot really be considered as a single nation. Further¬ 
more, they are located in what was, during occupation, not 
only the Belgian Congo, but also Portuguese Southwest Africa. 
Woodson described these people in terms of their physical 
characteristics, and their social order and practices. He 
considered each tribe in the region and their relations, if 
any, with their neighbors.. The history of this region, in¬ 
cluding the impact of conquests, alliances, commerce, 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Notes on the Bakongo," JNH 30 
(October 1945): 421. 
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religion, and colonization is fully delineated. The author 
carefully noted that the slave trade had the most lasing and 
destructive effect (prior to the imperialist occupations) 
upon this particular region and its inhabitants, bringing 
wars of covetousness in order to supply the burgeoning de¬ 
mand for slaves. 
In addition to those articles published in the Journal, 
Woodson occasionally contributed to other periodicals. The 
first of these appeared in The Southern Workman, a publica¬ 
tion of Hampton Institute, under the title "Some Things 
Negroes Need to Do."^ Therein, Woodson enumerated five 
areas of immediate concern: (1) economic independence, (2) 
educational independence, (3) development of a press, (4) 
development of a literature, and (5) preservation of records. 
He concluded that learning the value of tradition would 
enable blacks to base their claims for a right to a share 
in the blessings of democracy on a solid foundation. 
In that same periodical, Woodson later published an 
article concerned with the activities of Dr. Constantine 
C. Barnett (Woodson's cousin) on behalf of the health of black 
people in West Virginia.^ The article deals first with the 
^Carter G. Woodson, "Some Things Negroes Need to Do," 
The Southern Workman 51 (January 1922): 33. 
^Carter G. Woodson, "A Health Venture with Negro Man¬ 
agement," The Southern Workman 60 (November 1931): 518. 
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establishment of Barnett Hospital in Huntington. Originally 
located in Dr. Barnett's home, the institution was later 
rebuilt as a regular hospital and acquired a full-time staff 
of several nurses and physicians, eventually adding a nurse¬ 
training department. Dr. Barnett was also instrumental in 
convincing the state to build a hospital for blacks who 
were mentally afflicted. This institution, named Lakin 
Hospital, was completed in 1926 and Barnett assumed the re¬ 
sponsibility of heading up the new venture which allowed 
for the transferral of black patients from the state hos¬ 
pital where they had received poor care if not neglect. The 
author also provided information on the impressive record 
of success of the Lakin hospital and concluded: "Such is 
the record of the only hospital for the insane in the world 
which is under the management of Negroes."47 
"Emma Francis Grayson Merritt" is yet another of 
Woodson's contributions to The Southern Workman.48 it 
appeared at the time of her richly deserved retirement from 
the public school system of Washington, D.C., and briefly 
outlines her impressive achievements as a dedicated and inno¬ 
vative educator. The author bestowed upon Ms. Merritt the 
honor of being an unusually large contributor to the 
47Ibid., p. 524. 
AQ 
Carter G. Woodson, "Emma Frances Grayson Merritt," The 
Southern Workman 49 (September 1930): 420. ~~ 
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efficient training available to blacks in the capitol city, 
which had resulted in a large number of blacks from that 
area distinguishing themselves. 
As a result of his trips to Europe in the summers, 
Woodson was invited to contribute an essay on slavery to 
the European Civilization series edited by Edward Eyre. 
The volume to which he contributed was entitled The Rela¬ 
tions of Europe with Non-European Peoples. Using an ap¬ 
proach that was primarily political, Woodson developed 
a brief survey of the institution of slavery, though no 
special effort was made to depict the perspective of the 
slave.^ 
In addition to his articles, Dr. Woodson was the 
largest single contributor of book reviews to the Journal 
during his lifetime. Of his 292 signed book reviews, most 
deal with essentially historical works though other disci¬ 
plines represented include literature, music, education, 
anthropology, sociology, linguistics, and geography. There 
are also reviews of travel books, works focusing on judicial 
and legal concerns, and works of literary criticism as well 
as poetry and drama. The diversity of topics covered in 
his book reviews is illustrative of Woodson's intellectual 
■^Carter G. Woodson, "Negro Slavery," in The Relations 
of Europe with Non - European Peoples, Vol.7 in European Civi¬ 
lization: Its Origin and Development, ed. Edward Eyre (Lon¬ 
don : Oxford University Press, 1939) , p. 553. 
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flexibility and strong background. This wide scope of 
interest and familiarity with various disciplines is 
matched by the international scope of Woodson’s reviews. 
While the United States was the subject of most of the 
works Woodson chose to reveiw, books focusing on areas all 
over the globe played no mean part in the formulation of 
this scholar's international perspective. Thus Africa and 
the Caribbean are the subject of many reviews, and here Dr. 
Woodson's facility with languages enabled him to read and 
digest works in Spanish and French. 
Even a cursory reading of some of Woodson's book re¬ 
views yields insight into his commitment to the scientific 
method and his interest in intellectual history. Time and 
again Woodson censures an author for shoddy methods of in¬ 
quiry and deduction. Of the historical works reviewed, 
most are monographs and biographies. Reading these, one 
is struck by how often the author used a book review not 
only to chastise an author, but also to defend against 
racist charges and to show the neglected role of blacks in 
the subject at hand. He also used book reviews to compare 
blacks with such other oppressed groups as native Americans, 
Jews and Irish, in order to point up parallels as well as 
dissimilarities., Woodson's book reviews contain a great 
deal of editorializing and sometimes degenerated into personal 
diatribes against authors and historical figures. Similarly, 
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many reviews constitute near eulogies, most probably be¬ 
cause of the personal relationship obtaining between re¬ 
viewer and author. 
The most interesting knowledge to be gained from read¬ 
ing all of Woodson's book reviews concerns his perspective 
on the important ideas, conflicts, public figures, and 
organizations of his time. One major question which arises 
in various reviews concerns the survival of Africanisms in 
the New World. Woodson supported his position on this 
question not only by the written word but by encouraging 
and funding scholars who wished to explore the available 
facts. For example, the Association financed Zora Neale 
Hurston's field work in the West Indies which culminated 
in the production of Tell My Horse. Woodson praised this 
work as entertaining and valuable, especially since it 
provides "convincing evidence of the transplantation of 
African culture to America. 
In his review of The Negro in the United States by E. 
Franklin Frazier,51 Woodson named as erroneous the theories 
of Robert E. Park of the University of Chicago (Franklin's 
teacher) which hold that the black transplanted from Africa 
-SQcarter G. Woodson, review of Tell My Horse, by Zora 
N. Hurston, in JNH 24 (January 1939): 117, 
•^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Negro in the United 
States, by E. Franklin Frazier, in JNH 34 (July 1949): 363. 
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to America retained very little of his African culture ex¬ 
cept his temperament. In an earlier review of Franklin's 
The Negro Family in the United States, Woodson censured the 
author for being unaware of the morals of the slaves. 
Stating that the slaves brought their morals with them 
from Africa and were consequently strongly opposed to mating 
required for breeding, Woodson faulted the author's method: 
He seems too much concerned with the 
evil side of the question and blinded 
to the morals of the slaves. Herein 
lies the main fault of the book in 
that the author has depended too much 
on generalizations and theories rather 
than on facts taken from documentary 
evidence now available in manuscript 
form.52 
Woodson cited Harold Courlander's Haiti Singing as a work 
concerned with culture conflict and adaptation which "shows 
how absurd it is for Dr. Robert E. Park and the innocent 
Negroes trained under him to contend that the Negro who was 
brought from Africa to America retained nothing but his 
temperament." 55, As would be expected, Woodson showers 
praise upon Lorenzo Turner's study entitled Africanisms in 
the Gullah Dialect. He lists it as "one of the very few 
works on the Negro which may be properly classified as 
c 2 
* ‘‘Carter G. Woodson, review of The Negro Family in the 
United States, by E, Franklin Frazier" in JNH 24 (October 
1939): 464. 
-53(]arter Woodson, review of Haiti Singing, by Harold 
Courlander, in JNH 35 (April 1940): 242. 
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scholarly,"54 Similarly, Woodson never missed an oppor¬ 
tunity to deprecate theories like those of George Pullen 
Jackson who held that the spirituals originated amongst 
whites in the Southern uplands. 
In view of the above, one would have expected Woodson 
to welcome the researches of Melville Herskovits with open 
arms. And indeed this was the case, as will be seen. But 
in 1937, Woodson broke with his rule of not responding pub¬ 
licly to estimates of his work. In a section entitled "Dr. 
Melville J. Herskovits' Method Examined," and located under 
the "Notes" heading in the Journal, Woodson devoted five and 
one-half pages to a rebuttal of Herskovits' review of The 
African Background Outlined which had appeared in the Annals 
of the American Academy of Political Science. In that re¬ 
view, Dr. Herskovits charged Woodson with being anti-white 
and lacking objectivity. In his rebuttal, Woodson countered 
Herskovits' claims with numerous references to the work it¬ 
self, charging the reviewer with misinterpretation and mis¬ 
statement, After noting that both The Negro Professional 
Man and the Community and The Mis-Education of the Negro 
had brought the charge of being anti-black ringing down upon 
54Carter G. Woodson, review of Africanisms in the Gul^ 
lah Dialect, by Lorenzo Turner, in JNH 34 (October-1949): 479, 
55Carter G. Woodson, review of White Spirituals in the 
Southern Uplands, by George P. Jackson, in JNH 19 (January 
1934j: 93. 
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his head, Woodson concluded with wry humor that by the 
"natural process of elimination, there is nothing left now 
for the author to become but pro-yellow."56 it seems that 
the dispute between these scholars had much to do with the 
formal disciplinary training of each: one would naturally 
expect an historian and an anthropologist to approach the 
same subject by different routes. It was because of his 
faith in the scientific approach to history that Woodson 
would accept nothing as truth until it had passed from the 
theory stage into proof. 
In spite of their differences, in his 1942 review of 
Herskovits' The Myth of the Negro Past, Woodson applauded the 
author for not falling prey to the generally accepted theory 
of the inferiority and lack of vitality of African culture, 
and for opening the door for subsequent scholars. The re¬ 
view contains a discussion of Herskovits' background and 
method, and a summary of the main points discussed by the 
author. The conclusion that African folkways survived more 
easily than institutional forms is also discussed by Woodson, 
who noted that Herskovits "is trying to show...that the main 
points at which the American Negro differs from most other 
Americans may be accounted for in early African influences."57 
56Woodson, "Notes," JNH 22 (April 1937): 293. 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Myth of the Negro 
Past, by Melville J. Herskovits, in JNH 27 (January 1942J: 116. 
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Woodson did not make the mistake of assuming that all 
the facts necessary for clarification of the question of 
African survivals were at hand. Instead, he noted time and 
again that the inner life of a people cannot be known by 
the invidious practice of comparison with the thought known 
to foreigners as modern and ideal. He asserted that the 
educated African must master our means of expression and 
unfold himself to us before such comparisons may hold value. 
Woodson wrote that there was no real way of measuring the 
Africanness of blacks in the United States until Africans 
unburdened themselves of their beliefs. He called for an 
anthropological study of a "new race in the making," re¬ 
ferring to blacks in America who are not like "actual 
Negroes or black people," and who are certainly not like 
Caucasians. 
The conflict between Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. 
Du Bois was a prominent concern during much of Woodson's 
adult life. Both leaders received a share of praise as 
well as denunciation from Woodson's pen. He referred to 
Washington's "five-finger philosophy" as a "qualified 
democracy like most of that which we hear about nowadays 
almost everywhere--'democracy and yet not democracy." ^ - 
r o 
■^Carter G. Woodson, review of Brown America, by E. R. 
Embree, in JNH 17 (January 1932): 115. 
-^Carter G. Woodson, review of Experiments in Democracy, 
by the Y.M.C.A., in JNH 30 (July 1945) : 344. 
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When The Story of the Negro, a history of blacks produced 
by Washington with help from the staff of Tuskegee Insti¬ 
tute, was reprinted in 1941, Woodson noted that the book 
"in itself is not a great history" but since it constituted 
a contribution from "one of the most prominent Negroes who 
have ever lived," the work has value. u In his review of 
A Brief Biography of Booker Washington, Woodson especially 
praised Washington's achievements in education and his 
"brilliant world leadership:" "No president of a republic, 
no king of a country, no emperor of a universal domain of 
that day approached anywhere near doing as much for the 
uplift of humanity as did Booker T. Washington. 
Du Bois was able to draw similar accolades from Woodson 
for his contributions. Of Dusk of Dawn, Woodson noted that 
the author "has set an example which all prominent Negroes 
should follow if they are anxious to be remembered and would 
have the history of the Negro properly recorded."^2 While 
praising Du Bois' Black Folk Then and Now for the section 
dealing with blacks in the New World and especially the role 
of capitalism in determining their status, Woodson nonetheless 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Story of the Negro, 
by Booker T. Washington, in JNH 26 (April 1941) : 266. 
fill 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of A Brief Biography of 
Booker T. Washington, by Anson Stokes^ in JNH 22 (January 
1937) : 108, ~ 
^^carter G. Woodson, review of Dusk of Dawn, by W.E.B. 
Du Bois, in JNH 25 (October 1940): 568. 
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found fault with the author's treatment of the history and 
culture of Africa.^ But when Du Bois proceeded with his 
plan of compiling an Encyclopedia of the Negro with co-editor 
Guy B. Johnson, he came in for a scathing attack from 
Woodson. Long before the preparatory volume of the Encyclo¬ 
pedia of the Negro appeared in 1945, Woodson had been col¬ 
lecting data for an encyclopedic work to be entitled "The 
Encyclopedia Africana." Thus in his review of Du Bois and 
Johnson's effort, which was sponsored by the Phelps-Stokes 
Fund, Woodson wrote that the editors had "not done themselves 
much credit.He thoroughly disapproved of the duplica¬ 
tion of effort and was especially incensed at their intended 
heavy reliance on the publications of the Association and 
the Associated Publishers. Woodson's biographer claimed 
that none of the Director's colleagues at the Association 
were even vaguely aware of his plans for an encyclopedia 
prior to the controversy which developed after the Phelps- 
Stokes project was announced.^ Several members of the 
Board of Editors for that project (including Du Bois, John 
Hope Franklin and James Dillard) courted Woodson in an 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of Black Folk Then and Now, 
by W.E.B. Du Bois, in JNH 24 (July 1939); 460, ’ 
-^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Encyclopedia of the 
Negro, Preparatory Volume, ed. W.E.B. Du Bois and Guy B. John- 
son, in JNH 30 (July 1945); 340. 
^^Romero, Biography, p. 201. 
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attempt to persuade him to join their effort. He refused 
not only because of his own similar project, but because 
he considered the Phelps-Stokes project to be a white en¬ 
terprise forced upon blacks. 
Woodson's "Encyclopedia Africana" was to be topical, 
biographical and international. He had amassed a great 
deal of information on African tribes and biographical 
sketches on notable blacks and whites. In 1949, after years 
of compiling, writing, and editing materials, Woodson de¬ 
cided to establish a board of editors (including Benjamin 
Quarles, Dorothy Parker, Mercer Cook and Charles Wesley) 
for his project. Certainly the "Encyclopedia Africana" 
would have been a valuable contribution, but it never 
reached publication stage because Woodson died less than 
a year after he'd finally reached out to others for help 
in realizing his long-delayed goal. 
Concerning the conflict between Washington and Du Bois 
over educational policy, Woodson had little to say, mostly 
because he had developed and was disseminating his own 
theories on the subject. However, in a review of Arna 
Bontemps' The Story of the Negro, Woodson noted that 
The controversy over classical and prac¬ 
tical education is given space beyond its 
importance. History tends to give that 
unnecessary conflict less space as the 
years pass on. Both leaders of these sup¬ 
posedly differing schools of thought were 
working toward the same end, although 
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applying different methods both of 
which had some merit.66j 
Concerning the Tuskegee plan of education, Woodson believed 
it a mistake to play up this plan as a reason for conserva¬ 
tism. He insisted that Washington never advocated the 
abandonment of the struggle for the rights of black people. 
Woodson felt that an exclusively practical education dealt 
inadequately with the future in light of increasing mechani¬ 
zation and factory techniques. He believed that the unedu¬ 
cated black with limited opportunities deserved an education 
he could use. Woodson firmly stated that blacks should be 
taught to think rather than trained to do as they are told. 
He believed that the most terrible indictement against 
"Negro education lis] that the leaders of the race, or a 
majority of them, have come from the poorly educated or 
uneducated class."67 Attacks upon "mis-educated" blacks 
who were considered leaders often appeared in Dr. Woodson's 
book reviews, which thus served as platforms for restatements 
of his own views. In a review of Horace Mann Bond's The 
Education of the_American Negro in the Social Order, he ex¬ 
pounded on his own ideas: 
^Carter G, Woodson, review of The Story of the Negro, 
by Arna Bontemps, in JNH 33 (July 1948) ; 36 2. 
-■^■'Carter G, Woodson, review of The Negro College 
Graduate, by Charles S. Johnson, in JNH 23 (July 1938) : 380. 
100 
The so-called enlightened element ought 
to be equal to the demands upon it for 
efficient leadership; but about as far 
as the educated Negro has been able to go 
is to preach a sermon as his oppressor 
tells him to preach, to teach principles 
set up by his traducers for the advance¬ 
ment of the oppressor, and to cooperate 
with the exploiter in keeping the Negro 
in his place. The so-called educated 
Negro has never learned to think and 
therefore does not know how to do. It 
has been asserted that his education is 
at fault. It is strikingly evident that 
he has been educated from without rather 
than from within. He is educated to be a 
white man and forced to live as a Negro, 
trained to be an American and forced to 
remain an African. The education of the 
Negro should be made to bear upon the 
solution of this problem as it is rather 
than deal with the imagination of things 
as they should be. 68 
In connection with Woodson's call for "education from 
within" it is useful to consider his views on the work of 
the Phelps - Stokes Fund as reported in a review of the Fund's 
Thirty-Five Year Report. Woodson deprecated the Fund's 
claim that it had been the main force in improving the 
status of blacks in the twentieth century and instead be¬ 
stowed that honor upon the NAACP. He further claimed that 
many commendable efforts to educate blacks were frustrated 
before they had a chance because of the stranglehold that 
Thomas Jesse Jones, Director of the Fund, and Anson Phelps 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Education of the 
American Negro in the Social Order, by Horace M. Bond, Tn 
JNH 20 (October 1935); 354-5. 
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Stokes maintained on the channels of philanthropy: 
No school was considered ideal by these 
"controllers" unies it followed the 
usual industrial lines and emphasized 
domestic art, domestic science, garden- 
ing and home nursing. Schools which 
concentrated on developing the power of 
the Negro to think and do for himself 
were not desirable and even classified 
as unworthy of philanthropic support.69 
Woodson maintained that Jones and the other managers of the 
Fund had endeavored to destory the improvements and reverse 
the positive changes in the status of blacks in the United 
States. Such harsh criticism resulted, in part, from the 
reviewer's opinion that Jones had been instrumental 
in depriving the Association of foundation support. Woodson 
believed that those he called inter-racialists should re¬ 
ceive due credit for the good they accomplished, but that 
blacks should be wary and examine their claims and goals 
thoroughly in order to avoid being misled. 
Woodson never missed an opportunity to reiterate his 
belief that blacks would find the solution to their problems 
in themselves. Certainly to look to whites was an error: 
Almost all we know except modern contri¬ 
vances came from Africa and Asia. About 
the only thing the Europeans and their 
American descendants have done is to use 
these ideas of others to increase their 
power and dominion, to construct engines 
of war and destruction by which they have 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of Progress in Negro Status 
and Race Relations, by the Phelps-Stokes Fund, in JNH 34 
(.October 1949) : 367. 
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subjugated others standing in their 
path and by which they are now de¬ 
stroying themselves. This is what 
they designate as civilization. 0 
Thus, it is evident that Woodson believed that blacks could 
re-humanize the world, but only if they were unfettered and 
truly educated. It was towards this end that he worked so 
tirelessly. 
^Carter G. Woodson, review of The Discovery and Re- 
Discovery of America, by T. P. Christenson, in JNH 20 [April 
1935) : 2 5 5', 
Chapter 5 
CONCLUSION 
Carter G, Woodson founded five important institutions, 
all of which continue vital: the Journal of Negro History, 
the Negro History Bulletin, Negro History Week, the Asso¬ 
ciated Publishers, and the Association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History (renamed the Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and History in 1970). 
Anyone with a serious interest in the study of black 
history recognizes the Journal as an indispensable starting 
place. During its first few decades, virtually all signifi¬ 
cant work on black history appeared in or was reflected in 
the Journal. Prior to its appearance, blacks were treated 
by historians as an issue in the white man's politics or as 
objects affected by, though never affecting, the course of 
events. It helped to awaken the conscience of the American 
historical community. In addition, it generally combined the 
ability to be scholarly with the power to be of general in¬ 
terest. In an article celebrating the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Journal, the noted historian Benjamin Quarles evaluated 
the importance of this periodical. He wrote: 
The America that emerges from the fifty 
volumes of the Journal has three over¬ 
riding characteristics--it is pluralistic, 
it is revolutionary, and it is purposeful. 
These have been typically American attri¬ 
butes, and it has been the distinctive 
role of the Journal to see to it that they 
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have taken their rightful prominence 
in the corpus of American history. 
There is no doubt that the Journal slowly but surely altered 
the whole perspective of knowledge in its specialty in addi¬ 
tion to providing a much-needed scholarly forum for those 
who wanted to contribute to that ever-increasing body of 
knowledge. 
The Negro History Bulletin served a different though 
equally important function. Through this organ, Woodson and 
his associates were able to reach an audience much wider 
than the scholarly readership of the Journal. Literally 
tens of thousands of school-age children came to have a 
higher regard for the achievements of blacks. A sense of 
pride and optimism was instilled in numerous black youths as 
a result of the work of the Association on this front. 
Woodson's various works geared toward younger readers also 
played a part in this endeavor. 
His efforts as a popularizer of black history probably 
found their highest expression in the immense success of the 
observance of Negro History Week. Rayford Logan has named 
Negro History Week "the best work of propaganda" that had 
been attempted on behalf of blacks and noted that if it 
"has done nothing else, it has removed this inferiority 
■^William M. Brewer, "Fiftieth Anniversary of the Journal 
of Negro History," JNH 51 (April 1966): 83. 
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complex from the thinking of large numbers of Negroes. 
Du Bois termed the establishment of these yearly celebrations 
Woodson's "crowning achievement."3 
Woodson must be considered the first of the organizers 
of modern research, writing, and publication in the field 
of black history. Others had written in this area and 
turned the material over to be published and distributed 
through established channels. Woodson pioneered efforts at 
uniting these processes successfully. With the establish¬ 
ment of the Associated Publishers, Woodson provided an outlet 
for black scholars that had never before existed. He in¬ 
spired and encouraged numerous black historians and workers 
in other fields of the black experience to produce works of 
scholarly and general interest, all the while being able to 
assure them of a public forum for their ideas and discoveries. 
The association itself, as the umbrella institution for 
the Journal, the Bulletin, Negro History Week and the Asso¬ 
ciated Publishers, constitutes one of the most comprehensive 
organizations functioning in support of the Afro-American 
experience. Of the mission of the Association, John Hope 
Franklin has written: 
...this was, perhaps, the most far- 
reaching and ambitious effort to rewrite 
^Rayford W. Logan, ,fPhylon Profile VI; Carter G. Wood- 
," Phylon 4 (4th Qtr., 1945) : 317. 
•^Du Bois, "Portrait of Woodson," p. 23. 
son 
106 
history that has ever been attempted 
in this country. But it was more than 
an attempt to rewrite history. It was 
a remarkable attempt to rehabilitate a 
whole people [and] a valiant attempt to 
force America to keep faith with herself, 
to remind her that truth is more praise¬ 
worthy than power, and that justice and 
equality, long the stated policy of this 
nation, should apply to all its citizens 
and even to the writing of history.^ 
(Italics his.) 
Under Woodson's direction, the Association did more than 
furnish a background for racial pride and a forum for in¬ 
creased interracial understanding. By shedding the light 
of scholarly research upon its chosen subject, the Association 
forced a reconsideration and consequent revision of the older 
concepts of the role of blacks in American and world history, 
thereby enriching the content of those subjects. Furthermore, 
the Association improved the methods of scientific research 
by furnishing the best example of the interrelation between 
history and sociology. 
Woodson was a successful organizer and administrator, 
facts attested to by his work on membership campaigns and 
financial appeals, not just for the Association and its 
organs, but also for such organizations as the NAACP and 
the YMCA. His skill at organization was perhaps best illus¬ 
trated in the internal workings of the Association. Negro 
History Week was advertised in the Bulletin and noted in the 
^John Hope Franklin, "The New Negro History," JNH 43 
(April 1957): 94. 
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Journal. Extra promotional copies of current issues of 
both organs were circulated in connection with the celebra¬ 
tions, bringing new subscriptions as well as donations. 
Books in the Associated Publishers' catalogue were noted in 
both periodicals. Pictures obtained for use in the Bulletin 
were blown up and sold individually. In fact, the Associa¬ 
tion itself was pretty much of a "one-man operation." One 
former member of the Executive Council has jokingly recalled 
that the function of that body was "to meet once a year and 
tell Woodson he was doing a good job."^ 
One investigator went so far as to attribute the value 
of the Association as a social institution to Dr. Woodson's 
leadership. 
The zeal and devotion, the fertile in¬ 
genuity and the incessant labor of Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson have been the dominant 
forces in the Association's history. 
His personality, combining scholarship 
with missionary zeal, a protecting pater¬ 
nalism with inspiring example, has 
brought the Association to its present 
prestige.6 
It seems probable, however, that Woodson's associates were 
faithful to the movement he personified rather than the man 
who was not always politic and tactful. He wrote and said 
•’Clarence A. Bacote, interview, Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 14 January 1973. 
^William Hesseltine, "A Quarter Century of the Associa¬ 
tion for the Study of Negro Life and History," JNH 25 (Octo¬ 
ber 1940); 441. 
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what he thought, even if it might hurt his cause. This is 
especially evident in his use of the ’’Notes" section in the 
Journal to work out his thoughts when in conflict with other 
persons or organizations. As sole judge of all articles 
submitted to that periodical, Woodson was often jealous of 
his perogatives as director and editor. His independence of 
thought and action was at times excessive. His associate, 
Charles Wesley, has noted that 
Woodson readily accepted associates who 
were working with him on specially 
assigned projects, but when any of these 
persons attempted to move into the areas 
of the Association’s activities which he 
regarded as exclusively his own, the 
probability was that there would be sepa¬ 
ration. He was singular in purpose and 
devoted in procedure. He knew where he 
was going, and nothing was to stand in 
his way.' 
His self-sufficiency and iron will were especially ap¬ 
parent in his response to the preparatory volume of the 
Phelps-Stokes Fund's Encyclopedia of the Negro. Since he 
had begun work on his "Encyclopedia Africana" first, and 
since the organizers of the other project had chosen to 
overlook him in calling the first meeting, Woodson was 
especially suspicious and refused to join the rival effort. 
Du Bois, as co-editor of the Phelps - Stokes project and one 
of those who unsuccessfully courted Woodson in an attempt 
to secure his cooperation, stated the objection he had to 
^Brewer, "Fiftieth Anniversary," p. 79. 
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Woodson's plan: 
...we knew that one man and especially 
one man with a rather narrow outlook 
which was forced upon him could not 
write a scientific encyclopeida of suf-’ 
ficient breadth to satisfy the world.8 
Woodson's single -'mindedness and devotion to his work was 
simultaneously his weakness and his strength. He worked 
tirelessly and effectively towards his chosen goal. He 
concentrated his time and energy, and what little money he 
had, in building up his organization. 
Woodson was a first-rate scholar. His efforts as a 
popularizer and on the public platform did not impair his 
work in this field. He believed that the facts were elo¬ 
quent enough and that the historian should strive for maximum 
objectivity. His approach was to emphasize the need for and 
the value of scientific study, even though he did not always 
live up to this articulated belief. Realizing that in all 
recent nationalistic movements, a people measure their ex¬ 
pectancies of the future by their achievements in the past, 
Woodson aimed to find the necessary heroes and heroines and 
to tell their story to all who would listen. His works, for 
the most part, are exact and honest in their presentation of 
facts. What slant can be discerned is not only understand¬ 
able but generally harmless. As a scholar, he was meticulous 
^Du Bois, "Portrait of Woodson," p. 25. 
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and visionary. Frank Klingberg has noted that his "footnotes 
became volumes [and] a flash of his insight a school of 
thought.Certainly Woodson's writing style was not very 
impressive. But neither do his works read like orations or 
sermons, and the speed with which he wrote probably accounts 
for many shortcomings in style. He is one of the most pro¬ 
lific of black historians. 
Charles Wesley has noted that Woodson "never hesitated 
to abandon the false for the true, whatever the cost to him 
and his cause."^ Furthermore, Woodson never hesitated to 
rebuke the false conclusions of white historians that were 
based on bias and prejudice. In his efforts to put forth 
"the whole truth," Woodson often found it necessary to record 
negative and stereotypical facts as well as positive and in¬ 
spirational ones. 
Woodson had little regard for the capitalist system. He 
saw it as an instrument for maintaining the status quo and 
frustrating those who would support change. In the case of 
Afro-Americans, the system was seen as especially debilitating 
since it withheld from this segment of the population much 
power over their own destinies. Characterizing capitalism as 
^Frank J.. Klingberg, "Carter Godwin Woodson, Historian, 
and His Contribution to American Historiography," JNH 4 (Jan- 
uary 1957); 68. 
-^Wesley, "Woodson As a Scholar," p. 16. 
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a tool for "Negro control," he never missed an opportunity 
to register hearty disapproval, though he never openly em¬ 
braced any other economic system or "ism."H 
Perhaps Dr. Woodson's view that racism was primarily 
the result of the mis-education of both races and that, 
therefore, proper education would rid America of this de¬ 
bilitating cancer, is considered naive today. Some would 
dispute the idea that the acquisition of knowledge reduces 
the emotional area in which prejudice thrives. Nonetheless, 
he supported this view by concrete action and by the pro¬ 
duction and preservation of materials which have proved to 
be invaluable, even to those of strikingly different per¬ 
suasions . 
Woodson believed that, under most any set of circum¬ 
stances, all peoples would respond in a similar way to their 
environment. He did not believe in any race as inherently 
superior or inferior, and he was an energetic leader in the 
crusade to invalidate all charges of black inferiority with 
scientific data "from the record." Naming Carter Woodson 
the "greatest prophet of the [black] tradition," Michael 
Winston noted that; 
For holding fast to the conviction that 
blacks must independently develop a con~ 
tinuous tradition, Woodson was styled a 
propagandist by uncompromising whites, 
■^See Carter G. Woodson, review of Negro Liberation, by 
Harry Haygood, in JNH 34 (January 1934); 107-108. 
112 
and opposed by some blacks as an intel¬ 
lectual separatist at a time when a pre¬ 
mium was placed on interracial organiza¬ 
tion. 12 
John Hope Franklin has written that by 1915, with George 
Washington Williams dead and W.E.B. Du Bois engrossed in his 
work with the NAACP, there seemed to be "no one to do the 
much-needed work of describing the part that Negroes had 
played in the history of the United States."!3 Woodson not 
only filled this need, he was instrumental also in helping 
to portray the role of blacks in the flow and fullness of 
world history. He almost single-handedly launched and popu¬ 
larized a successful movement, establishing a firm foundation 
for the ever-growing interest in black history and culture 
of the past few decades. His concern over the negative im¬ 
pact of racism upon blacks and whites led him to examine the 
African roots of the black past. He developed a comprehensive 
approach towards his chosen subject that went beyond attacking 
stereotypes born of the slave experience and European incur¬ 
sions into Africa at the close of the nineteenth century, and 
finally came to include a program whereby the values inherent 
in the black tradition could be assimilated by black people 
as a natural part of their social heritage. Mary McLeod 
l^Michael R. Winston, "Carter Godwin Woodson: Prophet 
of a Black Tradition," JNH 60 (October 1975); 459. 
"^Franklin, "Place of Woodson," p. 174. 
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Bethune has written of Woodson: "With the power of cumula- 
tive facts he moved back the barriers and broadened our 
vision of the world and the world's vision of us."14 
Woodson knew intuitively that the black quest for human 
dignity was in a very concrete sense a quest for roots and 
identity. His successful attempts at social engineering were 
aimed at the task of rebuilding the human spirit such that 
the condition of the masses of black people be fundamentally 
improved. He provided black people with the psychological 
lift of knowing authentic heroes and heroines, while at the 
same time denigrating the psuedo-truths propounded by those 
who would have us believe that blacks are an inferior people 
deservedly kept in a disadvantaged position. He recognized 
and stressed the social value and function of history, be¬ 
lieving that knowledge of their past could provide blacks 
with confidence in their collective and individual possi¬ 
bilities. He proved beyond a doubt that black achievements 
could stand on their own merit in the most critical compara¬ 
tive analysis. It is a real achievement to have recovered 
the black past despite the scant personal records left by an 
enslaved, unschooled and migratory people. It is an even 
greater achievement to have made the salient facts of that 
past widely known. In these two areas, Woodson's contribution 
l^Mary McLeod Bethune, "True Leadership is Timeless," 
NHB 13 (May 1950): 173. 
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is more than'considerable, it is paramount. Certainly 
blacks have learned more of their past, and, by inference, 
of themselves, through the work of Woodson than from any 
other single black historian. This is so principally be¬ 
cause his career, as one observer has noted, was "an amalgam 
of austere scholarship and energetic advocacy."15 
■^Winston, "Woodson: Prophet," p. 459. 
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